PAGE 2 


PAGE 4 


PAGE 8 & 13 


I Learning to be limited Seriously underestimated bishop? Bird’s eye view of the convention 

Frances Young's stand against the tide of success Tribute to Patrick Rodger by Vincent Strudwick H ighlights of some seminars and workshops 





CONVENTION SPECIAL 


www.oxford.anglican.org 


SEPTEMBER 2002 


God is not dead, 
say the Believers, 
and that’s final 


Was this the 

Diocese’s 

most 

glamorous 
party ever? 
PAGE 5 


Attempt 
great things 
for God’ ±i 


The Diocese’s 'Unconventional’ Convention at High Wycombe from 11 to 13 July 
exceeded all expectations with an attendance of 1500 on the final day and an 
inspirational address from the Archbishop of Canterbury 


‘ATTEMPT great things for God. Expect 
great things from God’, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury told the Oxford Diocesan 
Convention at High Wycombe on Saturday, 
13 July. He was speaking in a giant marquee 
in the grounds of Wycombe Abbey School 
and his address on the theme of 
‘Courageous leadership in 
changing times’ was described 
by the Bishop of Oxford as ‘one 
of his best ever’. Judging by the 
standing ovation it received his audience 
thought so too. 

The Saturday Programme was the high- 
light of the three-day ‘unconventional’. 
Over 1500 people streamed through the 
gates for a galaxy of seminars and work- 
shops, family activities and fun. Adults and 
children, African choirs, monks and nuns, 
clergy and lay delighted in the warm sun- 
shine, the glorious park-like setting and in 
the tangible sense of community. Prayer bal- 
loons rose about the town centre, the 
Bishop of Buckingham proved a stern foot- 
ball referee, dancers practised on the hillside 
for the afternoon Eucharist and American 
evangelist Tony Campolo encouraged us to 
let down our hair in the light of the Gospel, 
message. ‘It’s party time’, he said. 

The Diocesan Eucharist in the afternoon, 
at which all four Bishops presided, was a 


worthy climax to a Convention which had 
exceeded all our hopes and expectations. A 
100-strong choir and orchestra formed spe- 
cially for the occasion and directed by 
Wanda Adams, liturgical dancers, American 
handbell ringers and choirs from Kimberley 
and Kuruman and from Uganda, reminded 
us that we are part of a 
world-wide Church. 

Communion wine from a 
vineyard in the Thames 
Valley, chalices made in Hook Norton, bas- 
kets of prayers collected throughout the 
Convention and the Gospel told as a story 
by Tony Price, Vicar of Marston, all spoke of 
a pilgrim Church aware of the need to take 
the life of Christ into our very secular society 
in more unconventional and creative ways. 

In short we were inspired, supported, 
resourced and encouraged to live more 
riskily both as a Church and as individuals 
in order to share the life of Christ with our 
needy world. ‘It’s not a burden. It’s a real 
celebration of faith’ the Archbishop told 
The DOOR. ‘And I hope that after this 
Convention people will leave liberated, 
challenged and inspired to say yes things 
can be different where we live.’ 

There are Convention reports on most pages of this special 
issue. An Unconventional CD ROM with photographs and text is 
also available. There is an order form on page 9. 


by Christine Zwart 



Photographs by Frank Blackwell 
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How to be more limited 

At the heart of the Gospel lies servanthood not omnipotence, vulnerability not success said Professor 
Frances Young (pictured). Here are some extracts from her moving and imaginative address 


I SHALL be challenging many 
of our often unquestioned 
assumptions: the success-values 
of our culture, our attitudes to 
suffering, struggle and failure, 
our expectations of perfection, 
because unless we accept the 
importance of being limited, 
not only our whole approach to 
leadership will be flawed, but as 
leaders in the Christian commu- 
nity, we will be leading our fol- 
lowers up the garden path. 

Our culture is driven by suc- 
cess-values - by the glory of 
achievement, whether in sport 
and show-biz, business or _ 
academe. Failure is what we | 
fear, ‘a failure’ is how too many | 
of us feel because we haven't “ 
achieved as expected. We’re all | 
infected by these values, even ^ 
the church. Numerical decline s 
is taken to be a sign of failure. 5 

The human condition? 

Long before Darwin, it was 
recognised that human beings 
are part of the created order. 
Such a recognition enables us 
to rediscover an enlarged per- 
spective on ourselves and our 
life: nature, whether as a 
whole or in particular (in fact, 
you don’t need an elephant, 
just take a tree) is so much 
bigger, older, younger, than 
‘me’. In creation, however, 
there is fragility and vulnera- 
bility - indeed, of all species, 
the naked human is one of the 
most fragile and vulnerable. 

It’s a pity that it’s taken doom- 
watchers to remind us that an 
ecological perspective is what 
the wisdom of our tradition 
has always encouraged. We are 
part of the natural order, and 
the whole natural order is 
threatened when we cease to 
respect our place there, when 
we forget our fragility. 

I’ve been alerted to these 
things through relationship 
with persons who have mental 
disabilities. Persons limited in 
their capacity to learn and 


think not only reinforce what 
I’ve said about being part of the 
natural order and therefore 
subject to its vulnerabilities, but 
also enable a shift in values, 
away from individualism, 
dominance, competitiveness, to 
community, mutuality - a 



human ecology which has the 
potential to be ‘angelic’. What 
really makes us human is the 
capacity to ask for help, and 
that challenges modem claims 
to autonomy. It also challenges 
our individualism and success- 
values. We must learn to wash 
one another’s feet. 

Power or Servanthood? 

In spite of the history of 
Christianity’s failure to trans- 
form the world when the 
church had political power, in 
spite of the apparent tension 
between Christendom and the 
Gospel, deep down we still 
think Christ should triumph on 
earth . . Even more we long for 
God’s power to be displayed, 
for God to establish divine rule, 
bring peace and justice, deal 
with criminals and infidels, put 
the world to rights, demon- 
strate his goodness, bring all 
suffering and evil to an end and 
make the church a success. In 
the face of post-Christian dis- 
belief, why on earth doesn't 
God do something? I would 


like to suggest that by enter- 
taining the very thought 
expressed in that question we 
betray our continued captivity 
to modernity. 

And the idea that if we could 
only get the right formula the 
whole world would be put to 
rights has come to pervade the 
popular mind, encouraged by 
a press that deplores anything 
going wrong and seeks to 
apportion blame for every 
accident. Post-modernity has 
not shifted our assumption 
that life is meant to be perfect, 
and, quite apart from any- 
thing else, the demand that 
puts on the NHS is inevitably 
crippling. And because we 
suppose life is meant to be per- 
fect, the biggest problem for 
religious belief remains the 
issue of evil and suffering. For, 
life obviously isn’t perfect, and 
the abiding impact of moder- 
nity is disclosed by our anxiety 
about this. 

One thing that strikes me as 
I read Christian writings from 
past centuries is the lack of 
concern with this problem. 
Ordinary people in earlier cen- 
turies also suffered. Indeed, 
high infant mortality, brief life 
expectancy, inability to allevi- 
ate many medical conditions, 
epidemics and unrelieved 
famine meant they suffered far 
more than most people who 
are now troubled by the ques- 
tion. Once there seems to have 
been more general acceptance 
of suffering, and indeed death, 
as a natural part of human life. 

Westerners now expect chil- 
dren to be born healthy and to 
surmount childhood illnesses 
through vaccination or antibi- 
otics. Death even in old age is 
sterilised in hospitals. The 
result is that when things are 
not perfect, people react with 
horror. They cry out for better 
safety precautions and 
demand the development of 
miracle cures. We’ve failed to 


realise that taking control of 
our environment destroys its 
ecology and upsets its balance. 
But more fundamental is the 
loss of the right context for 
thinking about God. Surely for 
Christians, thinking about 
God should begin not with the 
projection onto the heavens of 
the most powerful agent we 
can imagine, a male fixer, with 
absolute power, but with the 
cross of Jesus. The extraordi- 
nary heart of the Gospel lies in 
God’s acceptance of limita- 
tion. Omnipotence or servant- 
hood? Jesus suggests that the 
latter is characteristic of the 
divine, and the model for those 
called to follow him. 

Treasure in clay pots 

The broken bodies of Christ's 
followers carry his sacrificial 
death, and to some this is 
abhorrent. The majority of 
people, if honest, do not wish 
to be reminded of vulnerabili- 
ty, disfigurement, incapability. 
But to those who can discern 
it, here is the incense of wor- 
ship. Like the Corinthians, we 
find it difficult to discern 
power in weakness, treasure 
in clay pots. We look for the 
signs of success in our terms, 
not defeat. But what we get is 
a crucified Christ, and an 
apostle whose catalogue of 
hardships belies any idea that 
God is with him. So can we 
rediscover the importance of 
being limited? Can we accept 
the fact that the characteristi- 
cally Christian leader is the 
one who embodies stories of 
vulnerability and sacrifice that 
give hope, point beyond the 
immediacy of current dangers 
as together we strain forward 
to what lies ahead, and give 
expression to wonder and 
praise? 

The full text is on the Convention website 

oxford.anglican.org/convention The 

Unconventional CDRom includes the text 
and a recording. Details are on page 9. 


Praise him with many signs 

Vera Hunt reports on the Festival of the National Deaf 
Church Conference held this year in Milton Keynes 



THE FESTIVAL OF THE NATIONAL DEAF CHURCH 
CONFERENCE (NDCC) was held for the first time at Christ the 
Cornerstone Church, Milton Keynes. It was opened on 6 July by Mrs 
Penny Keens, Diocesan Lay Chairman and Lay Chairman of Milton 
Keynes Deanery Synod. Participating choirs and members travelled to 
Milton Keynes from all over the country. All the hymns, poems and drama 
were performed in sign language with 'voice over' for hearing people. 

The NDCC is a platform for deaf people, within the Church of 
England, to have their own voice. Its aims are to promote the Christian 
Gospel, to further the spiritual and pastoral care of deaf people, to 
encourage fellowship among the Deaf Churches and to encourage deaf 
people to play a full part in the life of the Church of England. 

The (NDCC) was founded in 1967 by Canon Tom Sutcliffe, Canon John 
Favell and George Riches. Canon Sutcliffe, who became deaf at the age of 
28, was the first person to be appointed 'full time' Secretary for the then 
'Church of England Council for the Deaf ' which later became the 
'Committee for Ministry among Deaf People 7 (CM DP). 

The Oxford Diocesan Choir's entry at the Festival was a drama and song. 
One group represented Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter whilst ahoth- 
er group simply moaned about the weather ignoring the beauty of God's 
creation within the four seasons. The drama ended with a song written by 
Susan Dyson which linked up the four seasons to the Church year, Eastei; 
Pentecost, Harvest and Christmas all entwined with the Fruits of the Spirit 
and the joy of celebrating. 

Diane Colville (Diocese of Ripon) signed the poem 'If I knew 1 in remem- 
brance of the tragedy in America on 1 1 September 2001.The Festival ended 
with the Chaplain's choii; a mixture of deaf and hearing chaplains, signing and 
singing 'Give me joy in my heart' It was a great day, full of laughtei; friendship 
and sharing God's love. 

The Revd Vera Hunt (pictured top left) is Chairman of NDCC. She lives in Maidenhead. 


Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of The 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 
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News 


Courageous leadership in changing times 

The Archbishop of Canterbury, George Carey, spoke to a packed audience at the Diocesan Convention, Jemimah Wright reports 


IT WAS appropriate that the 
Archbishop of Canterbury 
who has steered the Anglican 
Communion through some of 
the greatest changes in its his- 
tory should address the 
Convention at High Wycombe 
on ‘courageous leadership’. 

In changing times like ours 
church leaders needed to lis- 
ten, to have vision, to be able 
to bear pain and to have the 
ability to adapt he said. 

Listen to the world 

First, said Dr Carey we have to 
listen to the world. Around us 
there is so much noise. We find 
ourselves wondering: ‘How 
can we possibly respond to so 
much competing noise in our 
world?’ Effective leadership 
has to listen to this noise, 
instead of blocking it out. 

The Christian leader is able to 
show the way because he or she 
has first met someone who is 
the way, the Lord himself. The 
Archbishop recalled how at the 


IN LATE August world lead- 
ers are due to gather in 
Johannesburg to discuss crit- 
ical environmental and 
development issues at The 
World Summit on 
Sustainable Development. 

A briefing on key issues has 
been set up for local churches 
on a special web site to 
encourage Christians to sup- 
port the Summit with prayer 
and action: www.church- 

esearthsummit.org.uk or 
www.ctbi.org.uk/earthsummit 
Please visit the web-site, use 
the prayer and take action. 
This initiative originates from 


age of 20 he told the curate at 
his church ‘with all the arro- 
gance of youth’: ‘You know, I 
can do your job. Easy!’ The 
curate looked at the young 


Carey and said coolly: ‘Maybe, 
but first you have to know what 
it is all about. You have to be on 
the way before you can lead 
others on it.’ 

Dr Carey went on to explain 


four Christian environmental 
organisations including A Rocha 
and Eco-Congregation. 

Colour copies of the brief- 
ing are available from 
Christian Ecology Link: E- 
mail resources@christian- 
ecology.org.uk. A 50p dona- 
tion is requested per copy. 

In addition to the world lead- 
ers gathering in Johannesburg, 
there will also be an Anglican 
Communion delegation gath- 
ering prior to the summit. They 
will prepare a paper on the 
issues from the Communion’s 
point of view and will deliver it 
to the leaders. 


that vision and the capacity to 
see new possibilities and bring 
them to birth are so important 
in leadership. It doesn’t mean, 
he said, that the leader has to do 


all the seeing and the dreaming! 
It often wells up from others - 
but the leader has to acknowl- 
edge the vision, grasp it and run 
with the opportunities. 

He offered a personal lllustra- 


Pinsent in Henley 

THE annual Regatta Service 
was held in St Mary’s Church, 
Henley-on-Thames on 7 July. 
The capacity international 
congregation heard the guest 
preacher, the Revd Ewen 
Pinsent, father of Olympic 
Gold Medallist Matthew 
Pinsent, preach on the theme 
‘Being a Body’. He reminded 
the congregation of the physi- 
cal and spiritual dimensions 
of the human body. 


Pride or Prejudice 

A DAY school on ‘Pride and 
Prejudice’ offers the chance to 
look at our attitudes to 
strangers and refugees and to 
listen to refugees. It will be at 
St Columba’s URC Church, 
Oxford on 14 September. 
Among the sponsors are 
Asylum Welcome, Churches 
Together in Oxfordshire and 
the Diocese of Oxford. Ring 
01865 208214 for details. 


tion: ‘I remember my early days 
at St Nicholas’, Durham. I 
yearned to see the church reach- 
ing out into the community and 
many ideas were considered 
and discarded. And then one 
day Gerald came to see me and 
advanced an idea which encap- 
sulated all that I had been think- 
ing about. That was it! And 
from that moment on it was a 
matter of bringing others on 
board, encouraging the commu- 
nity to embrace this vision, share 
it, hone it and develop it. So start 
dreaming. Don’t give up and 
never despair. Start listening 
and seeing in fresh ways.’ 

Blessing and sacrifice 

A very well known image for 
leadership in the Bible is that of 
the shepherd, said George 
Carey. And Jesus develops it to 
show that the shepherd cares so 
deeply that he is prepared to die 
for his sheep. This sacrificial 
nature of leadership can espe- 
cially be seen in those parts of 


Pastoral Care Day 

‘FROM change and loss to 
Consistency: discovering mean- 
ing through metaphor ’ is the 
tide of a day for those interest- 
ed in pastoral care as individu- 
als or in teams. Organised by 
the BSR, it will take place on 12 
October at the Bams Centre in 
Thame. The day, from 10am to 
3.30pm, includes sessions on 
change and healing, the mean- 
ing of metaphor and coping 
with loss. The cost is £10 (£5 
unwaged). Details from Kate 
Hodgson on 01865 208214. 


Thanks from Emmaus 

FOLLOWING the article in the 
July DOOR and their stand at 
the Convention, Emmaus 
Oxford are delighted to have 
received gifts of over £10,000 
towards the construction of a 
new community for the home- 
less. See also their website: 
www. emmausoxford. org.uk 


the world where Christian lead- 
ers put their lives at risk by liv- 
ing and proclaiming the Gospel. 
He admitted that there is a lot 
of pain in leadership today. 
Many clergy have to put up 
with discouraging situations, 
poor pay and sometimes lack of 
affirmation. But that is part of 
the deal. ‘There is no blessing 
without sacrifice’. And sacrifice 
comes in many different forms: 
hard work, determined com- 
mitment, stickability and 
endurance. 

Sometimes the pain takes the 
form of bearing the mistakes of 
others. One of the things the 
Archbishop said he has had to 
get used it is knowing that when 
you are in leadership the ‘buck 
stops here’. 

His address was followed by 
questions. Archbishop George 
ended on an upbeat note: 
‘Encourage your leaders. 
Attempt great things for God. 
Keep expecting great things 
from God.’ 


Double Celebration 
for Marsh Baldon 

MARSH Baldon Church of 
England Primary School had 
a double celebration at the 
end of the summer term. On 
12 July they celebrated the 
Queen’s Golden Jubilee and 
they also received an out- 
standing OFSTED report. 

The summary report says 
that Marsh Baldon is ‘a very 
effective school’ which makes 
good provision for all pupils, 
including those with special 
needs and provides ‘good 
value for money’. 

The school at present has 
58 pupils. Mrs Alison Barne, 
chairman of the Governors 
whose children Isabel and 
Holly are at the school, said: 
‘Congratulations to Mrs Jo 
Capel Davies under whose 
leadership the school has 
made very significant 
progress. We have ambitious 
plans for further growth.’ 


Rowan 
Williams has 
Oxford links 



THE Archbishop of 
Canterbury elect, Rowan 
Williams, has strong links 
with Oxford. From 1986 to 
1992 he was a Resident 
Canon of Christ Church 
Cathedral and a Professor of 
Divinity at Oxford 
University. 

It was on 23 July that 
Downing Street announced 
that The Queen had nomi- 
nated The Most Reverend 
Rowan Williams as the next 
Archbishop of Canterbury. 
The Right Revd Richard 
Harries, Bishop of Oxford 
said: ‘Rowan Williams brings 
a wonderful array of gifts to 
his new position: intellectual, 
spiritual and moral. He is a 
person widely respected even 
by some of the most cynical 
and hardened observers of 
our time. He has a capacity 
to relate to contemporary 
intellectual concerns in a way 
which is both profound and 
clearly Christian. Although 
worries have been expressed 
in some quarters about his 
liberal social attitudes, he has 
been much loved and respect- 
ed by Evangelicals in Wales.’ 


Churches tricycle ride 

THE High Sheriff of 
Buckinghamshire, the Hon 
Rupert Carrington will ride his 
Victorian tricycle in the Historic 
Churches Trust Cycle Ride on 
14 September Details of the 
Ride should be in a local church. 


Remembering 1 1 SEPTEMBER 2001 

0 God, the father of all, whose Son commanded us to love our 
enemies: lead them and us from prejudice to truth; deliver 
them and us from hatred, cruelty and revenge; and in your 
good time enable us all to stand reconciled before you; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

From 'Forward Day by Day: Meditation for a time of Crisis September 2001 ' (Forward 
Movement Publications, Cincinnati, USA) 


All to prayer and action 
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‘Windows 

Craftsmen built Lead 
Light and Stained Glass 
Windows, Specialists in 
*'■ Church Window 
refurbishment and * 
replacement. 
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People & places 



OH HAPPY BAND OF IFFLEY PILGRIMS This group from St 
Mary's Iffley are taking a break during the St Birinus Pilgrimage on 6 
July. The party includes: the Vicar, Canon Richard Lea and his wife, 
Rosemary;the Curate, the Revd Keith Eyeons and his wife, Mel; church 
treasurer, Professor W. Godfrey Townsend and his wife, Joan; a student on 
placement from Llandaff, Stella L Green; Mrs. Julia Davies and church- 
warden, Dr Patrick Lawrence and and his dog, Hoppy. 'Our Parish tries to 
support the Pilgrimage and eight is our best number in recent years. 
However, as we all enjoyed it so much, we plan to make more advanced 
preparation for 2003. Perhaps we'll then need a coach!' Patrick said. 


Synod at its best, informed, 
experienced, dependent on God 

Simon Brown reports from the July General Synod in York 


IT felt like a time of transition. We 
were saying farewell to two key 
figures, and trying to 'comer' any- 
one on the appointments group for 
the new Archbishop in the vain 
hope of a revelation! 

The Archbishop of York led the 
expressions of warm gratitude to 
Archbishop George and to Philip 
Mawer. Aspects of the work of 
George and Eileen Carey in hos- 
pitality and pastoral care, as well 
as in building inter-faith relation- 
ships in this country and quietly 
in the Middle East, were not 
always reported. George Carey 
had presided over a time of 
major changes for the Church 
and for society. Gratitude was 
also expressed for the work of 
Philip (now Sir Philip) Mawer 
who had been Synod's general 
secretary for the past 12 years. 
He had been the supreme civil 
servant who is 'the master of 
achieving optimum change with 
the optimum consensus'. A for- 
mer deanery lay chairman in this 
Diocese, he now becomes the 
Parliamentary Commissioner for 
Standards in Public Life. 

Study Groups and a presenta- 
tion by the Bishop of Rochester 
on 'The Shape of the Church to 
Come seemed to provide an 
analysis of the situation rather 
guidance for the future.The 
Bishop pointed to the increasing- 
ly hostile climate of secularisa- 
tion rather than to the challenge 
to find new ways of being Church 
in a multi-faith society. 

In response to the 
Government's White Paper 'Civil 
Registration: Vital Change' 


Synod agreed that consideration 
should be given to marriage 
banns (they would no longer 
have legal force) and boundaries 
(introduction of the idea of a 
‘demonstrable connection' with a 
particular church) and, in excep- 
tional circumstances, the possi- 
bility of venues other than a 
church (like a hospital bed). In 
another debate Synod accepted 
that there are circumstances 
where it is right to offer the 
opportunity for divorced people 
to be married in church during 
the lifetime of a former spouse. 
There were passionate speeches 
on all sides, but it was accepted 
that the decision would rest with 
the officiating minister. 

Other debates included an 
important presentation by the 
Synod working party on Women 
in the Episcopate. But for me 
the highlight came when we 
debated the conflict in the Holy 
Land and the excellent BSR 
report 'Israel/Palestine: an 
unholy war'. Outstanding speak- 
ers included a young member 
from Coventry who had spent 
two months living in the 
Palestinian territories and Canon 
Andrew White from the 
Coventry Centre for Peace and 
Reconciliation who had been in 
Bethlehem during the siege. He 
pointed us to the crucial role 
Archbishop George has played in 
bringing leaders of all faiths into 
dialogue. This was Synod at its 
best with knowledge, experience 
and an overwhelming sense of 
the need to hold all this in the 
presence of God's healing power. 


Quiet Gardens 
bloom for ten years 

‘GROWTH is appropriate in 
anything to do with gardens! 
The growth of The Quiet 
Garden movement to over 240 
in ten years, and across five con- 
tinents, is a huge achievement in 
which many hands have been 
creatively involved,’ declares 
Esther de Waal, well known 
writer and a patron of The 
Quiet Garden Trust. 

The Quiet Garden 
Movement dates back to the 
spring of 1992 when the Revd 
Philip Roderick, then Principal 
of the Bucks Christian 
Training Scheme in the 
Oxford Diocese had a vision 
of a new ministry of hospitali- 
ty and prayer. Within a few 
weeks the first house in Stoke 
Poges was offered, and so the 
Quiet Garden ministry began. 

Simple idea caught on 

From the outset it became 
apparent that this simple idea 
of occasional low cost retreats 
in people’s homes and gardens 
could become a world-wide 
concept and that is what hap- 
pened. At present there are 159 
Quiet Gardens in the UK and 
81 overseas. They range from 

Worth Abbey celebration 

There will be an open day at Worth 
Abbey to celebrate ten years of the 
Quiet Garden on Saturday 21 
September, 10 am to 4.30 pm. The 
cost is £25 including a buffet lunch. 
All are welcome. 

Booking forms : Mrs Jackie Lock, The 
Quiet Garden Trust, Stoke Park Farm, 
Park Road, Stoke Poges, SL2 4PG, 
tel: 01753 643050, email: quiet.gar- 
den@ukonline. co.uk. See also our 
website at www.quietgarden.co.uk 

homes in suburban and rural 
settings to the small garden 
alongside St Matthew’s Church 
in a noisy area of Camberwell; 
from the garden of the 
HIV/AIDS hospital in 
Kampala, Uganda to a hut in 
the slums of Nairobi. Every one 
is different. Each offers an 
opportunity for stillness and for 
teaching Christian spirituality. 

Philip Roderick, Director of 
the Movement, commented: 
‘Jesus consistently found a place 
of stillness to connect at the pro- 
foundest level with God. A local 
garden and home offers that 
opportunity to those thirsty for 
the Spirit and for the peace that 
passes understanding. ’ 

PRAYER DIARY The DOOR 
urgently needs someone to edit 
the Prayer Diary. Please ring or 
email the editor. Details page 3. 


Fine mind, great compassion 


Canon Vincent Strudwick remembers the former Bishop of Oxford and says that 
his unassuming ways sometimes blinded people to his considerable achievements 


SO modest and unassuming was our former 
Bishop, that not every one in the Oxford 
Diocese realised that he was ‘a man with a past’ 
when he came to us in 
1978 at the age of 58. 

Yes, he had been 
Bishop of Manchester 
for eight years before 
his translation, but 
before that? 

I first met ‘Pat’ 

Rodger in 1955, short- 
ly after he had been 
appointed study secre- 
tary of the Student 
Christian Movement - 
a huge and important 
enterprise bringing 
together thousands of 
students in our univer- 
sities, and giving them 
a taste of thoughtful 
Christianity on an ecu- 
menical basis. 

Students were in on 
the planning, and it 
was at Smokey Joe's - 
a lorry drivers cafe in 
Golders Green - that I 
learned Patrick’s enthu- 
siasms and style; he would listen, gather infor- 
mation, attempt to get everyone on board, and 
then make a decision. 

His passion for unity 

His post at the World Council of Churches in 
Geneva developed his understanding of the issues 
and his passion for the unity of the Churches 
which he brought with him to Oxford, support- 
ing the work of Bishop Simon in the pioneering 
ecumenical collaboration in Milton Keynes 
which has proved so fruitful. 

The episcopal area scheme for this large 
Diocese had been devised in 1971; Patrick was 
determined to make it work in a way that would 
keep bureaucracy to the minimum, preserve the 
unity of the Diocese, but give every parish 
access to episcopal oversight and encourage- 
ment. In 1984 he extended the scheme to 
include the ‘Dorchester Area’ wisely retaining 
for himself the City of Oxford as his own epis- 
copal area, and endeavouring to hold the role of 
Bishop of the Diocese while allowing the Area 
Bishops the freedom to develop a pastoral and 
leadership role within their very different geo- 
graphical and social entities. 

His concern for ecumenism was matched by 
his enthusiasm to ensure that people in the 
Diocese were given the opportunity to think 
through faith issues. ‘I don’t want a central 
Diocesan scheme’ he said ‘I want a thousand 
flowers to bloom.’ The Christian training 
schemes were originally designed to be local, 
parish supported and guided opportunities for 
enhancing Christian discipleship. In spite of or 
perhaps because of his experience in education- 
al /administrative roles, his concern was always 
to enquire ‘how will this help the parish priest? 


how will this help the parish?’ Until a couple of 
years ago it was his joy to spend time as acting 
parish priest in the parish where at the beginning 
of his ministry he had 
been a curate. 

His modesty often 
blinded people to his 
achievements. ‘Do you 
know’, he once said to 
me as we stood side by 
side in the gentlemen’s 
washroom in Diocesan 
Church House, ‘this is the 
only place in the Diocese 
where I feel I know what 
I am doing, and have 
some chance of complet- 
ing it!’ But it wasn’t true, 
and so much of what he 
did has lasted, to our con- 
tinuing benefit - not least 
his critical encourage- 
ment of the NSM scheme 
(now the St Alban’s and 
Oxford Ministry Course) 
presided over by his 
friend and adviser Wilfrid 
Browning 

His sermons, Synod 
addresses and letters in the 
ODM (the precursor of The DOOR) were mas- 
terpieces of content and style, reflecting his 
degree in literae humaniores, from the University 
of Oxford. I would write him memos which 
would come back on the same piece of paper 
with the grammar and spelling corrected and a 
comment, answer or decision that took us for- 
ward. 

Private but firm piety 

His time as Bishop of Oxford was overshad- 
owed by the death of his son in a road accident. 
It was a devastating blow to him and to 
Margaret, his beloved companion. But they con- 
tinued their ministry sustained by a private but 
firm personal piety. Every day in DCH Patrick 
would eat his packed lunch and then wait to 
North Hinksey church for his mid-day time of 
quiet and prayer. The death of Margaret soon 
after his retirement to Scotland was deeply felt 
but he continued to support the Bishop of 
Edinburgh with his counsel and help. 

Patrick was a long way from the Lord Bishops 
of Oxford from the past Of course he still signed 
himself +Patrick Oxon: but was typically 
delighted when he received a reply which began: 
‘Dear Mr Oxon . . .’ He loved to visit Oxford 
and appreciated the courtesy and thoughtfulness 
of Bishop Richard’s continuing welcome to him. 
Private Eye once characterised him as ‘the worst 
dressed bishop in the Church of England’. 
Maybe he was. But he was one with a fine mind, 
an affectionate heart, and great compassion. We 
are grateful to him and he will be missed. 

Canon Vincent Strudwick is a Fellow and Chamberlain 
of Kellogg College, Oxford. 

A memorial sevice for Bishop Patrick will be held at 
Christ Church Cathedral on Saturday, 23 November. 



Launde 

Leicesren Diocesan 
Remear House and 
Confenence Cemne 

SEPTEMBER 16th -19th 

Professor Patton Taylor from the Union Theological 
College, Belfast will lead a study week entitled 
"Why not burn your OLD Testament and read 
something more interesting instead?" 

Professor Taylor is an inspirational speaker who makes the 
Old Testament come to life in its relevance to Christian life 
and worship today. 

23rd 

Quiet Day led by the Warden 
OCTOBER 4th - 6th 
Weekend of Circle dance with Julie Bell 
14th - 15th 

Reading breakaway with Revd Andrew Wingate 
14th - 18th 

5 day Individual Guided Retreat 
21st- 25th 

A seminar on The Ethics of Cloning with Dr Ester Reed 
of the Department of Theology, Aberdeen University 
Tel: 01572 717254 Fax: 01572 717454 

E-mail : laundeabbey@leicester.anglican.org 
www.launde.org.uk 
Registered Charity No. 249100 
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Christian bookshop 


CHURCH HOUSE 

BOOKSHOP 


31 Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3BN 


www.chbookshop.co.uk 


The Church House Bookshop 


Church House Bookshop, the 
official bookshop of the Church 
Of England, is one of the UK’s 
leading Christian bookshops. 

It has grown rapidly over the 
past seven years, developing its 


mail order department and 
online shop, which run from the 
same premises as the shop floor. 
The range of stock is 
interdenominational, but 
specialises in academic theology, 
Church House Publishing titles, 


Synod documents and church 
music(cds/cassettes). While we 
are expected to run as a 
business, we also strongly affirm 
the ministry side of the work and 
see a key role in helping those in 
local churches to effectively 

fulfil their ministries, 
while also 
encouraging the 
mission and outreach 
of the church. 

Only one church- 
goer in ten goes into 
their local Christian 
bookshop, assuming 
that they actually 
live near one. 

This was one of the 
key reasons for us 
opening our online 
shop, so we invite 
and encourage you 
to visit our site to 
browse and buy! 



Garden Machinery 
Sales & Service 


68a Brize Norton Road 
Minster Lovell 

Tel: 01 993 778900 


Unit 12, Bankside, 
Station Field Ind. Est. 
Kidlington 

Tel: 01865 
378010 
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Conventio 




not dead; 

We are The Believers 


The marquee full of enthusiastic, fun-loving teenagers at 
the Convention’s ‘oscar’ awards on Friday, 1 2 July was a 
living proof that for some of today’s young people at least 
God is very much alive. They had been 
invited to make a five-minute video on 
the theme God is not dead’. In all 1 6 
films were submitted involving over 200 
young people. All were brilliant, witty, cre- 
ative, stylish. But first prize, a visit to a 
Paris film studios and Eurodisney, went 

to the home team, The Believers’ (pictured right) from All Saint’s High Wycombe. We 
include their script to give you some idea of the quality and maturity of their video. 


The Believers are a group of regular church goers at All Saints, High Wycombe 
and all have sung in the church choir. They are also members of PULSE, the 
church's monthly youth club. Will Carter wrote the winning video script and he and 
Bruce Cullen did all the editing and filming in between GCSE revision. Their youth 
leaders, Peter Jarvis and Sarah Hamilton, provided encouragement and fast food. 


The Believers are 
pictured right: 1. 
Andrew Kingshott 
(aged 14); 2. Will 
Carter (aged 15); 

3. Bruce Cullen 
(aged 15); 4. Ben 
Baker (aged 12); 5. 
Robin Simpson 
(aged 14); 6. 
Sophie Simpson 
(aged 12) 



GOD’S NOT DEAD 

Do you know who you are? 
Why you are? 

Where you stand? 

At the end of the day, what 
do you hope to make? 

Build? 

Destroy? 

Create? 

Do you find satisfaction in 
your work? 

Do you find pleasure in your 
hobbies? 

Do you know where you are 
heading? 

Why do we yearn, live, 
knowing all things must die? 
Why do we build knowing 
all things are destroyed? 

Why would we love if we 
couldn’t find faith in some- 
thing? 

Have you ever heard the 


phrase God knows? 

Well He does 

He knows you for who you 
are 

He knows why you are 
To Him you are as equal as 
the person to your left and 
right. 

And as for everything else 
though 

That’s up to you 
God gave you a body, a 
mind, a soul, a conscience, a 
world, a home, everything 
It’s up to you to use what 
God gave you, 

What you find 
What you enjoy 
What you use 
And what you lose 
It’s up to you 

And when we die 

And die we shall 

What will we leave behind? 


What will we pass on? 

What will you keep? 

And what will you lose? 
That’s up to you 

As for us though 
We just smile. 

And acknowledge that great 
up-lifting sensation 
We call the glory of God 

God’s not dead 
He lives in us 
Around us, 

And above us 

We’re not taking all of this 

for granted 

So from all of us we just like 
to say a big 
Thank you! 

These words are copyright of 
William Carter assisted by mem- 
bers of Believers , the ' God's Not 
Dead ' team 2002. They may only be 
reproduced with their permission. 


At ‘the Oscars’ (pictured below) prizes were presented for: 


Best Film Prize Trip to Paris , £800 vouchers , 
video camera or £500 

THE BELIEVERS, HIGH WYCOMBE ALL 
SAINTS 

Best Quality Production Prize £100 

THE BELIEVERS, HIGH WYCOMBE, ALL 

SAINTS 

Special Effects Prize £25 • 

ST LEONARD'S, EYNSHAM 

Most Humorous Prize £25 

FUSION YOUTH GROUP, ASCOT HEATH ALL 

VIDEO BASED ON VICAR DIBLEY! 


Best Title Prize £25 
FINCHAMPSTEAD, ST JAMES 
Best Actor Prize £50 
UFFINGTON ST MARY 

Most Original Film Prize £100 

ST MARY'S CHARLBURY Y0 Y0: VIDEO 

COMMITTEE 

Best Soundtrack/use of music Prize £75 
AMERSHAM ST MARY 

Best Use of Location Prize £50 
FARINGDON ALL SAINTS 



All photographs on this page by Frank Blackwell 
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Witney Team Parish 

Need an 

ORGANIST 

To play at Holy Trinity Church as Director of Music. He/she will be Deputy 
Director of Music to the Parish. Duties will include playing at the 10:45am 
Sunday service (usually Common Worship Eucharist, with regular Family 
service) and at midweek choir practice. Ability to assist in choir training 
helpful, as we have a thriving mixed choir. 2 Manual recently restored pipe 
organ. You will be playing music from a variety of styles. 
Honorarium £2,000 p.a., plus wedding and funeral fees. 

Contact for more details: 

Warden, Mrs Lorna Whitehouse, 

7 New Yatt Road, WITNEY, Oxon 0X28 1NU. 

Email: LornaW@dial.pipex.com <mailto:LornaW@dial.pipex.com> 


NURSING AND CARE MANAGER 


ST KATHARINE'S HOUSE, WANTAGE 

St Katharine’s House, a Christian community of 75 
elderly ladies, set in attractive grounds, seeks an 
enthusiastic and dynamic leader to run the 5 year 
old, purpose built, 24 bed St Luke’s nursing wing. 
The appointment also carries responsibility as 
Deputy Warden of the whole establishment. 
Attractive pay scale. Experience of staff 
management and care of the elderly essential. 

To start in 2003 or earlier by arrangement. 

For an application form and further details from 
the Warden, please telephone 01235 762739 . 
Closing date for applications 4 th October 2002 . 
Registered Charity No. 240513/88 


Help is available for any bereaved person 

OXFORD CRUSE 

offers a service according to need: 

- Individual counselling for adults I Cruse 
and children between 5-16 \f^^ ement 

Wesley Memorial Hall, New Inn Street, OXFORD 0X12DJ 

TELEPHONE: 01865 245398 

OFFICE OPEN 1 0.00- 1 2.00pm Monday to Friday. Amaphone other times 
Registered Charity No. 208078 



St Mary's Church 

Broughton, Near Banbury, Oxfordshire 

Urgently require an 

Organist 

to play at Sunday Morning Services 

The organ is a "Holdich". 

We have a choir. 

For further information please contact: 

01295 264987 

Registered Charity No. 1 008934 


Christian 

Conference 

Centre 


ru 



Our magnificent country house set in a 12 acre 
private estate offers the perfect venue for 
renewal and relaxation 

Pilgrim Hall is an ideal venue for groups - 
... a church break - offering time for renewal and 
fellowship in a peaceful relaxed atmosphere. 

... an Alpha course. 

. . . Day conferences. 

Excellent food and friendly service. 


U) 

m m—m 

O- 


Why not come to our Autumn Retreat 
Monday 14th - Friday 18th October 

An opportunity for Bible study in the 
morning and then either relax in the peaceful 
surroundings at Pilgrim hall or venture out and 
enjoy the beautiful autumnal countryside. 
Excellent cuisine. 

Full board from Monday afternoon tea to Friday 
breakfast £155 per person. 

Supplement for ensuite twin and 
double room £25 


For a FREE copy of our 2003 Diary, or to discuss your 
requirements, please contact us at Pilgrim Hall Christian 
Hotel & Conference Centre, Easons Green, Uckfield, East 
Sussex TN22 5RE 

Tel: 01825 840295 Fax: 01825 840017 

Email: pilghall@aol.com www.pilgrimhail.com 


(Nectar Ease) f5^ 

4\e 'jAckes & Trains ' koney 

Joint problems?... why not join thousands of people 
enjoying natural Nectar Ease, a unique & delicious blend 
of New Zealand’s finest Manuka Honey & Bee Venom... 



Nectar Ease - 

May help the body’s natural process of dealing 
with aches and pains. 

Clinically trialed in New Zealand. 

Also available in capsules suitable for diabetics. 


f Nectar Balm 


A tropical alternative 
delivering bee venom direct to 
the desired spot. Contains 
Nectar Ease & complimentary 
cold pressed oils that warm & 




V'help absorpt 


Available from independent health food stores or: 
''^Nectar Ease UK Ltd. 1 Bradfield Rd, South Ruislip, Middlesex HA4 0NU\ 
Yes, please send me an information pack all about Nectar Ease 
Mr/Mrs/Ms: 


Address: 


Post Code: 

Telephone No: - 




FREEPHONE 
0800 7830942 
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Racial Justice Sunday 


RABBI Hillel was 
a well-known 
teacher in 

Jerusalem at the 
time when Jesus 
was born. Jesus 
must have known 
of his teachings 
and maybe they 
met in the Temple. 
A man asked 
Rabbi Hillel: ‘Can 



FROM THE 
BISHOP OF 
READING 


you teach me the whole Torah 
while I am standing on one 
foot?’ The rabbi replied: 
‘Whatever is hateful to you, do 
not do it to your brother or sis- 
ter: This is the whole Torah; all 
the rest is commentary. Now 
go and study.’ 

Jesus also told us to love our 
neighbours as ourselves. It 
sounds simple enough, but 
we know that racism lurks 
just below the surface in most 
people. Right-wing political 
parties capitalise on the fear 
and suspicion that exists 
between different ethnic 
groups and religions. There is 
a wave of anti-immigration 
and anti-refugee feeling 
across Europe. The events of 
last 11 September resulted in 
attacks on Asians living in the 
Diocese. Black and Asian 
people are under-represented 
in the life of the Church. 
Racism and racial discrimina- 
tion stand in stark contrast to 
our belief that we are all creat- 
ed in the image of God and 
are equal in his love. 

It is, of course, fear that lies at 
the heart of racism - fear of 
those who are different from us 


because of the 
colour of their 
skin, their reli- 
gion or culture. 
But Christians 
believe that per- 
fect love casts 
out fear and we 
can break 
down the barri- 
ers that sepa- 
rate us and 
respect, admire and rejoice in 
the variety that God has cre- 
ated. 

The issues around racism 
are complex. There are 
issues about the language 
we use, the link with pover- 
ty and the need to empower 
women from some minority 
ethnic groups, but the teach- 
ing of Jesus is simple ‘love 
God with all your heart and 
your neighbour as yourself’. 
As Rabbi Hillel would say: 
‘All the rest is commentary; 
now go and study.’ 

The Churches’ Commission 
for Racial Justice has pro- 
duced a study pack. It con- 
tains brightly coloured, 
attractive posters and prayer 
leaflets together with sugges- 
tions for worship for Racial 
Justice Sunday (8 September). 
It costs £3 from CCRJ and 
can be ordered by email from 
ccrj@ctbi.org.uk or from 
CCRJ Inter Church House, 
35-41 Lower Marsh, London 
SE1 7SA, 020 7523 2128. 

+ Dominic Reading 

Bishop Dominic will preach at the 
Diocese's Racial Justice Service on 8 
September, 4pm, Church of God, World 
Wide Mission, Oxford Road, Reading. 


Diocesan Appointments 


The Revd Andrew Bailey, Vicar of 
Faringdon w. Little Coxwell and Area 
Dean of the Vale of the White Horse to 
retire as Area Dean; The Revd Veronica 
Beaumont, Associate Priest All Saints 
High Wycombe, to be Licensed to the 
Area Dean for Ministry within the 
Deanery; The Revd Matthew Boyes, 
Assistant Curate Christ Church Moreton 
Hall, Bury St Edmunds, to be Priest in 
Charge, Penn Street and Holmer Green; 
The Revd Derek Burden, Priest in 
Charge, St Pauls Wooburn, to retire; 
Captain Ian Briscoe, to be Church Army 
Area Evangelist/ Church Planter Benefice 
of the Heyfords w. Rousham and 
Somerton; The Revd Jan Brookshaw, 
Team Curate* Beaconsfield Team Ministry, 
to be Priest in Charge, United Benefice of 
the Stodden Parishes; The Revd Canon 
Simon Brown, Team Rector, Burnham 
also to be Acting Archdeacon; The Revd 
Duncan Carter, Vicar Holy Trinity, 
Henley, also to be Area Dean; The Revd 
John Cooper, Rector of Wootton and Dry 
Sandford, also to be Area Dean of 


Abingdon, The Very Revd Nicholas 
Coulton, Dean of Newcastle, to be Canon 
Residentiary and Sub-Dean of Christ 
Church; The Revd Keith Dally, PT0 in 
Oxford; The Revd Colin Davis, Assistant 
Curate, St Mary's Bletchley, to be Team 
Vicar in the South Holton Team Ministry 
w. responsibility for Chittlehampton w. 
Umberleigh and Filleigh, Exeter; The 
Revd Peter Dewey, Rector of St 
Laurence in Thanet Team Ministry, 
Ramsgate, to be Priest in Charge, 
Sulhamstead Abbots and Bannister w. 
Ufton Nervet; The Revd Charles Draper, 
Rector of Chinnor w. Emmington and 
Sydenham, Aston Rowant w. Crowell, to 
be Vicar of Faringdon w. Little Coxwell; 
The Revd Jean Herrick, Non-stipendiary 
curate of Christ Church Chorleywood, to 
be non-stipendiary curate in the 
Hermitage Team Ministry (House for 
Duty); The Revd Stephen McCaw, 
Assistant Curate, Thetford Team Ministry, 
to be Rector of Steeple Aston w. North 
Aston and Tackley. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 


Does the Church matter? 


The Bishop of Oxford’s closing address at the Diocesan Convention’s final Eucharist 


ONE conviction that unites all 
of us who have come to this 
convention is that the Church 
needs to change and many of us 
here engage in much talk about 
the Church: what's wrong with 
it and how it should be changed. 

But behind this talk is a more 
fundamental question. Does the 
Church matter and if so why? I 
believe it does matter and the 
reason quite simply is that it is 
meant to be a sign of God’s 
recreated humanity and there- 
fore a sign of Christ. You know 
how funny things always seem 
to happen to Bishop Mike. On 
Thursday he got some money 
from a cash-point in High 
Wycombe and went to buy 
something in Marks and 
Spencers only to find himself 
questioned by the store detec- 
tive. The cash point had given 
him a dud, a forgery. When the 
world looks at us do they see a 
dud, a forgery, or the real thing? 

In so far as my tiny mind can 
understand God’s purpose it is 
to bring about an inclusive, uni- 
versal society characterised by a 
profound mutual care that 
draws deep on the depths of 
love in God Himself. Because 
something somewhere along the 
line has gone badly wrong Jesus 
came amongst us to recreate or 
reconstitute humanity round 
himself, as he invites us to fol- 
low him in the way of love. So 
the Church is not simply an 
organisation or a group of peo- 
ple with something called 
Christianity in common. It is 
nothing less than renewed 
humanity; human community 
as it is meant to be and a sign of 
what one day it will become. 
That’s why the Church, that is, 
our life with one another mat- 
ters, and why it is central to the 
credibility of Christianity itself. 

Renewed humanity 

So where have we experienced 
something of this renewed 
humanity? For some of us it 
would above all be in a small 
group: perhaps a Bible study or 
prayer group or study group of 
another kind, a confirmation or 
Alpha course, or a cell: and I 
hope you have had something 
of this experience in one of the 
workshops at this convention. 
Such a group is likely to meet in 
a circle; its members will listen 


to one another and feel confi- 
dent enough to contribute. The 
conversation, at least at times, 
will touch on our most precious 
feelings and deepest convictions 
so that people will feel truly 
* heard. There is a sense of wait- 
ing upon God and wanting to 
listen to him through the words 
of one another. Such a circle will 
be a miniature of the circle of 


ourselves in a conviviality of the 
spirit. In the words of the poem 
we have heard, in the Kingdom 
there is a round table at which 
we all sit equally valued and 
included in the eyes of God. 

Yet still this says but half of it. 
In the episde we heard these 
words: ‘Our theme is the word 
of life. This life was made visible 
... we here declare to you the 
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‘Now back to Radio 4!’ said the Bishop of Oxford to the delight 
of the Convention after inviting Tony Campolo to share his platform. 


humanity as reconstituted in 
Christ and therefore a reflec- 
tion of the circle of the infi- 
nite Godhead. As the 17th 
century poet Henry Vaughan 
put it ‘I saw eternity the 
other night as a ring of clear, 
bright light’. Our circles are 
to reflect the light of eternity. 

Yet the circle as I have so far 
described it lacks one element 
that is so prominent in the 
Gospel that we have just heard: 
enjoyment. The image running 
through these verses is that of a 
party, a banquet, a wedding 
feast, a gathering to which we 
are glad to be invited and at 
which we enjoy ourselves. It is 
of course no accident that Jesus 
likened the Kingdom of God to 
a banquet, one to which he 
wanted everyone invited, one 
in which he particularly want- 
ed to include those who were 
excluded or felt themselves 
excluded. And all this as a 
working out in human terms of 
God’s ever outreaching, all- 
embracing arm. 

A sign of the banquet 

Here, now, we are a sign of that 
banquet, of that feast which 
marks the marriage of heaven 
and earth, the divine and the 
human as we are taken out of 


eternal life which dwelt with 
the Father and was made visi- 
ble to us. What we have seen 
and heard we declare to you, so 
that you and we together may 
share in a common life, that life 
which we share with the Father 
and his son Jesus Christ. 

The life of the Trinity 

The writer refers to sharing a 
common life: but this common 
life is not simply that of a social 
club or a group of people who 
share a common interest. For he 
goes on to say that this is the 
‘Life which we share with the 
Father and his son Jesus Christ’. 
The same Greek work koionia 
is used twice, both about the life 
we share with one another and 
the life which we draw from 
God. For the life we share with 
one another is nothing less than 
the life of God in the blessed 
Trinity which has been shared 
with us in and through Jesus 
Christ. So the life we share with 
one another, this recreated 
humanity, lives by the very life 
of God. For he lives not just in 
us but between us and what 
passes between us is the very life 
that passes between the Father 
and the Son and is shared with 
us through the Holy Spirit. 

I thank God that there has 


been something of this life at 
the convention. As at Bognor a 
few years ago people arrived in 
a spirit of goodwill, out both to 
enjoy the occasion and grow 
into Christ. There has been the 
spirit at work, recreating us. 
For some of us who have been 
residential there has been a 
special new form of koinonia 
experienced as we all did our 
teeth together in the morning 
in the same washbasin! 

Yet again, this is not the full 
wonder of it. For what enables 
this to be the life of God radiat- 
ing in and through a renewed 
humanity is the fact that Christ 
even now gives us himself and 
feeds us with his own divine life 
through word and sacrament. 
The words of Scripture, as we 
ponder them and take them 
deep in to ourselves are words 
of life. The broken body and 
blood outpoured is the self-giv- 
ing of God for us even to death, 
that we might be filled with his 
life. This reconstituted humani- 
ty, of which we are a part, only 
lives in so far as we feed on that 
bread of life. Only then is it not 
just a party but the divine party 
of the Kingdom. 

During this convention I hope 
everyone has managed to expe- 
rience something of the enjoy- 
ment of the Kingdom, through 
the smaller groups, the semi- 
nars, the lectures, the daily wor- 
ship and prayer; the meals 
together and relationships 
renewed or sustained. We are all 
different people with our very 
different likes and dislikes. 
When my wife and I visited a 
particular parish in our link 
Diocese of Kimberley and 
Kuruman last year we were 
warmly met by the Vicar and his 
family. Our eyes widened when 
we saw them. Bishop Itumeleng 
seemed to know what we were 
thinking for he whispered to us 
‘God’s people come in all shapes 
and sizes’. We know we are far 
from perfect, just frail, fallible, 
sinful human beings subject to 
the usual strains of any group of 
human beings trying to live or 
work together. As W. H. Auden 
put it: We have to love our 
crooked neighbour with our 
crooked heart’ and that means 
we have to love our crooked 
Christian neighbour with our 
own crooked Christian heart. 

Continued opposite 


DIOCESE OF OXFORD 

CONFIDENTIAL SECRETARY 
for the Archdeacon of 
Berkshire, the Venerable 
Norman Russell 

The office is based in Newbury 
We are looking for a confidential secretary to 
work with the Archdeacon of Berkshire, who will 
provide the secretarial service vital to the smooth 
running of the office. The ideal candidate will have 
audio-typing, and good computer skills and be 
familiar with Microsoft Office. A good telephone 
manner is essential. 

Salary will be £15000 per annum plus cost of 
living increase. There is a non-contributory 
pension scheme. 

Applications in by: 12th September 2002 

Interviews: a.m. 20th September 2002. 

For further information and application form please 
contact: 

Personnel Administrator 
Diocesan Church House 
North Hinksey 
Oxford 0X2 0NB 
Telephone: 01865 208200 
We are committed to the promotion 
of equal opportunities for all 



DIOCESE OF OXFORD 

CONFIDENTIAL SECRETARY 
for the Archdeacon of 
Buckingham, the Venerable 
Sheila Watson 

The office is based in Penn 

We are looking for a confidential secretary to work 
with the Archdeacon of Buckingham, who will provide 
the secretarial service vital to the smooth running of 
the office. The ideal candidate will have audio-typing, 
and good computer skills and be familiar with 
Microsoft Office. A good telephone manner is 
essential. 

Salary will be on the PS scale £12,231-£14,379 per 
annum plus cost of living increase. There is a non- 
contributory pension scheme. 

Applications in by: 19th September 2002 

Interviews: a.m. 27th September 2002 

For further information and application form please contact: 
Personnel Administrator 
Diocesan Church House 
North Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 0NB 
Telephone: 01865 208200 
We are committed to the promotion of equal 
opportunities for all 



National 

^Fruit Specialists^ 


Over 300 apple varieties 
on M26 8ft, and (many on M27 4ft) 
Ballerina Trees, Patio Trees, 
Upright Cordons, Family Trees of 
Cherry, Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach 
and so much more! 

10% discount off all orders 
placed before end of October 
FREE SPECIALIST CATALOGUE AVAILABLE 

DEACONS NURSERY (CP) 


Godshill, Isle of Wight P038 3HW 
01983 840750 (24 hrs) 

Jel. 01983 522243 Fax. 01983 523575 

^Email: deacons.nursery® 
btopenworld ^ 

.com ^ T^ dicT 



SENDING 

GOODS 

OVERSEAS 

Including personal effects, 
books and full container 
loads. Enquire about our 
special rates for churches, 
charities and students. 

Freight Services 
International Ltd. 

Telephone: 01332 347478 

(24 hr answerphone) 

or email us at 

fsiltd@aol.com 


Career coaching 

helps you find 

♦ an employer who values you and your skills 

♦ more rewarding and interesting work 

♦ improved career prospects 

Susan Turnbull BSc FCIPD 
32 Woodgreen 
Witney, Oxon 0X28 1DJ 
Tel/fax: 01993 703596 
e-mail: smht2@tutor.open.ac.uk 


RAILWAY RELICS 



Enamel Station Names (£250 min) 
Posters, Tickets, carriage prints, 
Locomotive plates 

HIGHEST PRICES PAID 

TEL: 01788 521491 


Holy Trinity Church 
Headington Quarry Oxford 

Organist Required 

Salary Negotiable, 
Generous Fees 
Sung Eucharist and 
Evensong 

Superb two manual Kenneth 
Tickell organ 

To work with Choirmistress 
Adult & Junior Choirs 

Further detaib from: 

The Revd Tom Honey 
The Vicarage, Quarry Road, 
Headington, 

Oxford 0X3 8NU 

01865 762931 

tom.honey@ukonline.co.uk 


CONNECT 

TWO 

Register for single, widowed 
and unattached Christians 
seeking friends, companion 
or future partner. 

Tel: 01604 643663 

E-mail: 

connecttwo2ooo@hotmail.com 


Cross Stitch 

Your Church, 
Christian and 
Christmas Kits 

In 8,11,14 Aida. 
Chart/kit from photo 

A5 S.a.e. for details:- 

Paget Designs 

Suite 7(cp), 
Grovemere House, 
Beckingham Street 
Tolleshunt Major 
Essex CM9 8LZ 
www.pagetdesigns.co.uk 

Tel: 01621 868867 
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The Bishop’s address contd 


Letters 


to the editor 


Sharing life is our great theme 


BUT we are included and know 
ourselves to be included in 
God's all-including universal 
society that draws deep on the 
depths of love in the Godhead. 

The challenge now, of course, 
is the implication of this con- 
vention and what we have 
experienced in it for the 
Diocese, its boards and councils 
and every parish within it. 
Sharing Life is of 
course our great 
theme. This is 
not a pro- 

gramme. It is, as 
you know, a set 
of principles, pri- 
orities and values 
in the light of 
which we seek to 
transform all that 
we do. 

Quite small 
changes can 

bring about a very different feel, 
as we know from what has 
happened with the Diocesan 
Synod. Over the next few 
weeks and months we will be 
thinking about the implications 
of this convention for the life of 
the Diocese. Senior staff, 
Bishops Council, Synod and 
other bodies will be reflecting 
on what we have heard and 
experienced. I would be grate- 
ful if every single person here at 
the Eucharist would do the 
same, preferably in company 
with those who have come 
from your parish. 

Overheard in the bar last night 
was the remark ‘I am going to 
have a supper party next week 
and invite the eight other peo- 
ple who have come from my 
parish to think about the impli- 
cations for our life of this con- 
vention’. What insights have 
come out of the convention that 
can begin to transform your 
Christian community to make 
it truly a sign of renewed 
humanity: not a dud or a 
forgery, but truly the life of 
Christ? 

There is a joke that Alan 
Wilson (the convention com- 
mittee chairman) has allowed 
me to borrow. How many psy- 
chotherapists does it take to 
change a light bulb? Only one. 


But the bulb must really want 
to change. And we must really 
want to change, to change with 
a deep longing of God within 
us. The challenge is to so allow 
God to shape and re-shape 
what we do and how we do it, 
that we know it to be such a 
quality of life that we want to 
share it with others: such a 
quality of life that others want 
to share it with us. 
And if it is God 
who is to trans- 
form our life then 
the only basis on 
which that can 
begin and be sus- 
tained, as Frances 
Young put it, is 
through a recogni- 
tion of our mutual 

There are many 
people in society 
today who are groping their way 
along a spiritual path. We certain- 
ly have something vital to say to 
diem as individuals: whether it is 
to John Drane’s builder or his 
CEO: to point them to the one 
who said ‘I came that they may 
have life and have it abundandy’. 
But Christianity is not just about 
the invitation of Jesus to follow 
him. It is about the recreation of 
humanity as a whole as a true 
community, marked by mutuality. 

That is why the Church mat- 
ters, only it might be better to 
drop the word Church alto- 
gether so misleading and over- 
used has it become. For what 
we are about is not the survival 
of an organisation or a religious 
grouping. It is about nothing 
less than the fulfilment of God’s 
purpose for humanity. In the 
life we share with one another 
we are to be a sign and a pledge, 
a witness of that life which God 
wishes for all people: a truly 
human society, inclusive and 
universal, richer in diversity and 
gifts, marked by mutual care. 

During his talk the Bishop invited 
the evangelist Tony Campolo to 
remind us 'It's party time 7 . 'Now 
it's back to Radio 4' said the 
Bishop as he returned to the micro- 
phone! This text is also available on 
The Unconventional CD Rom 
(details on page 9). 


For what we are 
about is not the sur- 
vival of an organisa- 
tion or a religious 
grouping. It is about 
nothing less than the 
fulfilment of God’s 
purpose for humanity, need. 


What is ‘real giving’, a reply to a letter on the Jewish settlement outside Bethlehem, in 
defence of the Iron Lady, merci from France, not to mention the Angel of the South 


The Angel of the South? 


Has any other reader noticed the remarkable similarity 
between the Bishop of Oxford and the Angel of the 
North? I wonder if by any chance they are related? 

The Revd Fr David Reynish 


Nothing in return 

In your report of the June 
Diocesan Synod meeting 
(July Door), you repeat a 
comment that ‘Paying to keep 
the Church going efficiently is 
not giving. Real giving is giv- 
ing to the poor without get- 
ting anything in return.’ 

In my recollection, this is an 
accurate report of what was 
said. However, the speaker 
would surely regard support- 
ing mission as ‘real giving’ and 
I would like to suggest that 
much of the giving to support 
the local church supports local 
mission. To give just one 
instance, our team ministry of 
three priests spends a consid- 
erable time over 150 funerals 
a year, including, of course, at 
least two visits to the homes of 
each of the bereaved. At the 
moment, we are one priest 
short, and in some cases the 
second visit has had to go. 
To find proof that funeral 
contacts play a part in suc- 
cessful mission, I have only 
to look at our congregation. 

I find more encouragement in 
the congratulations of Bishop 
Richard at an earlier Synod 
meeting to the laity which has 
responded so well to the con- 
tinual annual increase in the 
Diocesan share, most of 
which goes in clergy stipends. 

I have the privilege to wor- 
ship in one of the poorer 
parishes of the Diocese, but a 
parish which has, up until the 
present at least, managed to 
pay its Diocesan Share in full 
and on time but also passed 
15% of giving to the parish to 
overseas mission and the poor. 
David Tawney 
Langley, Slough 


Land issues 

In reply to David Rae's letter 
in the July DOOR, he looked 
back on the article accompa- 
nying the photograph of the 
Jewish settlement outside 
Bethlehem with its implied sug- 


gestion that ‘Jews ought not to 
be building on that particular 
land’. He went on to say that 
descendants of Jesus’ mother’s 
family might live in that settle- 
ment today. That is supposition 
and ignores the facts that under 
the UN the Jews received about 
half of historic Palestine in 
1947, the other half approxi- 
mately. was for the Palestinians. 
They have landed up with 
22%, occupied by the Jews 
(Israelis) in 1967. It is against 
International law to place 
your own people on what is 
called ‘belligerently occupied 
land’. That settlement is ille- 
gal. It is renamed ‘Har 
Homa’, Mountain Wall. It is 
part of the ring of illegal set- 
tlements which surround 
Jerusalem, one of many which 
are dotted all over the West 
Bank and Gaza with their 
‘Jews only’ bypass roads, 
carved out of precious olive 
groves; the cause of demol- 
ished Palestinian homes and 
livelihood; policed by Israeli 
forces. 

They make the (viable) 
Palestinian state David Rae 
prays for impossible. It was 
good to read Jennifer and 
Graham Johnson’s compas- 
sionate letter about their 
visit to ‘The Living Stones’. 
Judith Davies 
Oxford 


Stand up for Margaret 

As a life-long member of our 
church and a long time mem- 
ber of the Conservative party, I 
read your snide comment on 
Margaret Thatcher with dis- 
may. You misquoted her out of 
context and then criticised her 
for what she had said. 
Margaret Thatcher has been 
one of the bravest and best 
prime ministers the country has 
had since World War Two. She 
was emphasising the impor- 
tance of the family as opposed 
to that nebulous idea of society. 
The younger generation of 


today have no idea of the 
financial shambles Margaret 
Thatcher took over when the 
Labour Government of James 
Callaghan collapsed in 1979. 
Dennis Healey, the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, had to go to 
the International Monetary 
Fund and beg for money. He 
was given the money on condi- 
tion that the government cut 
expenditure. This they did and 
the result was catastrophic. The 
trade unions who had been 
used to running the country for 
the benefit of their members, 
now found they could not do 
this. Strikes occurred in the 
public services, the streets and 
squares were piled high with 
rubbish, rats were running from 
heap to heap, the dead were 
not buried, the trains ran when 
the unions said they could and 
inflation reached nearly thirty 
per cent a year Only Margaret 
Thatcher had the courage to 
stand up to the trade unions. 

A Church newspaper like The 
DOOR should take more care 
in the way it panders to the 
trendy left-wing criticism of a 
great prime minister. Many of 
we older people who are 
members of the Conservative 
Party give their skills freely to 
our Church and object most 
strongly to this snide attack. 
Richard Lawson 
Maidenhead 

• We received a number of letters 
like this. No offence was intended. 
The Editor is in fact an MT fan! , 


Thanks from France 

Thank you so much for the 
article in The DOOR re: our 
work in Brittany. Would it 
be possible, in some way, to 
acknowledge the huge sup- 
port we have from St John 
the Baptist, Grove, where 
Roger served as curate? 

It is thanks to the support 
and vision of people from 
that congregation that we 
are a^le to live here. From 
the moment they heard of 
our call to Brittany they 
have supported us through a 
regular monthly prayer 
meeting; have helped us to 
equip the church with Bibles 
and other books; and many 
support us financially as 
Roger had to become non- 
stipendiary to serve here, 
and is several years off 
retirement age! It is thanks 
to them that we can afford 
to live here and meet all the 
French governmental 
requirements. 

We now have a congrega- 
tion in Guerlosquin, N.W 
Brittany which has grown 
from eight to 1 8 in four 
months, so we are greatly 
encouraged. 

Please give our best wishes 
to all at Church House. 

Roger and Beri Fray 

France 

The closing date for 
letters for the October 
issue is 14 September 







Postcode 


payable to SPCK Worldwide) 


Receipt not required 


1 TD02 | 


RCN 231144 


How would YOU 
manage without your 
Christian books? 


Christ Church Cathedral 

OXFORD 


The annual service of .evensong 
to commemorate 
Frideswide, 
patron saint of Oxford 
wilt be held at 

CHRIST CHURCH 

on 

Wednesday 16th October 2002 
at 6.00pm 

The Dean and Chapter warmly invite 
the public to attend the service, 
sung by the Cathedral Choir 


FUNDRAISERS 

Help us to help abused and severely disabled children. 
Must have own transport and phone. Excellent earnings. 

Contact:- 

01923 241184 or 0208 84$ 818$ 

Reg. Charity No. 1056701 
www.childrenscharter.org.uk 


Lohtc v TS025 Delaif Or gan 

Walnut finish 4' x 4' x 2.5' 
Supports large congregation 
Offered free - 
arrange own transport. 

The Parish Office, 

St Michael's Church, Lower 
Church Road, Sandhurst, 
Berkshire GU47 8HN 

Tel: 01252 873030 


SACRED ART 


Address 


DAVID WASLEY m a • ATC • Dip AD • FA8P 

Designer/ Artist in Stained Glass 
CONSERVATOR AND RESTORATION SPECIALIST 
Telephone/Facsimile: 

01494 773712 


INSPIRING IMAGES, DESIGNED 
FOR YOUR REQUIREMENTS. 

Suitable far : 

Framed Originals • Printed Literature 
Greetings Cards & Gift Items. 

Contact Philippa Foster, 5D Illustration: 01458 860 543 


Revd/Dr/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 


Would you like to be part of a team 
providing music for the Parish Church 
of King’s Sutton, near Banbury? 

We need organists and choir trainer., 
• Sung Mass at 1 1 am. 

• Noterman organ with 30+ stops. 

• RSCM rates and travel expenses. 

Details from: Fr. Roger Bellamy 

Tel: 01295 811364 


Millions of Christians 
don’t have books. 

Christians in poor countries gather for 
worship but have no hymn or prayer 
books. They gather for Bible study but 
have no study guides. Their clergy and 
lay leaders preach and teach without the 
help of books. SPCK Worldwide supports 
hundreds of local Christian literature 
projects in the language and culture of 
the people. 

Will YOl) help? 

To make a real difference send your 
donation, together with this coupon, to: 

SPCK Worldwide, 

Freepost, London NWl 1DU 


I enclose a donation of [£ 

I am a UK taxpayer. Please reclaim tax Q (please tick) 

Please send me more information | 

Signature Date 
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TIME FOR A CHANGE 



Do you feel Undervalued, Stressed, Bored, 
Have no time or an uncertain future? 

Is There A Better Way? 

It will cost you nothing to find out how to 
earn an extra £1 - 5k per month - without 
compromising your career. 

Tel: Chris or Lynn 

01380 860583 
07970 717110 

www.lcfgroup.net 

You may just end up changing your life 


" When I first spoke out about the suffering we inflict on animals, 

I was amazed by the overwhelming response and left in no doubt that 
many Christians long for the Church to demonstrate its concern 
about this issue." 

The Rt Rev richard Uewellin, bishop of Lambeth, Vice-President 
ASWA 

Sunday, October 6th 
is 



Please celebrate it with 
the aid of our Free 
Information pack 

(Complete service booklet, sermon suggestions, 
background facts) 

Contact us by email: 
AngSocWelAnimals@aol.com 
phone 01252 843093 or post to: 
P.O. Box 7193, Hook, 
Hampshire RG27 8GT 


Registered Charity 
No. 1087270 





September 21st A 22nd 
Saturday & Sunday 
10am • 6pm Daily 

n Clivedei 


ith 

iyrl 


Show : 

Cliveden 

Ta plow • Maiden head. Berkshire 
Set in the grounds of beautiful Cliveden, 
this event has become a must for lovers 
of quality Crafts who enjoy 
.watching rural skills being 
‘^demonstrated. 

Adults £3.50 
'OAPs £3 & Children £2 


Choinsow Carving 
Glass Blowing 


Coppice Woodsman 
Cross Stitch 


Basket Maker 


Puppet Shows 
Children's Attractions 
Living Heritage (01283) 820548 or www.Croft-Show.co.uk 



FREE IN THE SPRIT Members of the Christian Dance Fellowship of Great Britain rehearse for the Eucharist 


I he Dio 
Wycombe provided . 
seminars and works 
exploring new things 
with icons or Afrit 
how of ethici 
involvement in polit 
a small sample of th 
set bel 


Sharing our 


Change in the Church 

Keynote address by Professor Karl Moore 


THE GOSPEL is the most pre- 
cious thing there is* said Karl 
Moore.The issue is not chang- 
ing it but how best to convey 
it to the world. Professor 
Moore from the 
Faculty of 
Management at 
McGill University 
in Montreal, is an 
expert on manag- 
ing change in 
industry. 

Once life was a 
pyramid and those 
at the top ordered 
those down below. 

But people no longer accept 
received wisdom and the 
Church’s authority. In some 
parts of the world the Church 
is growing astronomically but 
here it is in decline so we have 
to change. Are we going to be 
among those who hold that 
process back? 

There are three key points 
church leaders need to consid- 
er when introducing a change, 
he said. First they need to con- 
vey a sense of urgency because 
most people don’t like change 
so they have to believe for 
themselves that the platform is 


burning and it’s time to jump! 

‘Strategic alignment’ is also 
important. Radical words 
must be followed by radical 
actions or the vision will fail. 
When British 
Airways changed 
their slogan from 
‘Fly the Flag’ to 
‘The World’s 
Favourite Airline’, 
they radically 
changed their ser- 
vices too. 

His third princi- 
ple is that the best 
way to speed up the 
adoption of a new idea is to 
focus on those in the centre 
ground who are reasonably 
open to change but not so 
innovative that they lack credi- 
bility or so resistant that they 
will never change at all. When 
60 per cent are with you you 
have cracked it! 

Professor Moore concluded 
with five key questions to ask 
before introducing change: 

1) Is the change really neces- 
sary? 2) Is it simple to under- 
stand 3) Is it easy to communi- 
cate 4) Can the risk be reduced 
with a pilot scheme? 



Professor Karl Moore 


The Church as a Healing Community 

The Revd Dr Jim Woodward 




THE former chaplain to Bishop Richard, Dr Jim Woodward has a 
long-standing interest in the relationship between health and reli- 
gion. This seminar introduced us to the current conversation 
between the medical model and the social model of health and 
what this means for Christians? 

The medical model predominates driven by consideration of 
value for money. Jim contends that modem health care reform 
has failed, so fai; to provide for the holistic care of the patient as a 
person, and that medical technology creates unrealistic expecta- 
tions and medical training tends to neglect humane considera- 
tions. The social model of health views a person and their envi- 
ronment as a whole. He described the Church as a healthy living 
centre, with a wealth of resource for healing and wholeness. 

Then Jim gave us the Biblical perspectives on health: the doc- 
trine of a person as a unity of body, soul and spirit. God leads us 
and guides us towards health, not sickness. Most importantly, the 
Biblical view of health is towards others’ health, not our own. In 
other words, as individuals we cannot be in full health ourselves 
without sharing the burden of other people’s sickness. 

Jim described a variety of resources moving us towards whole- 
ness with the important insight that the skill of the human beings 
in the Church is in living in and with diminishment, failure and 
death. By living through suffering we arrive at wholeness, the 
opposite of the ‘quick fix’. Clemency Fox 


God can do amazing things! 

Bishop Mike Hill: A clarion call to the churches 


THIS was Bishop Mike in full 
flow, giving us a blueprint for 
leadership and leaders which 
actually sounded achievable! 
The marks of a leader were 
godliness, grace, goals and 
growth and he spoke about 
each in turn. 

Godliness - a close walk 
with God - is available to 
anyone. Bishop Mike made 
the point that Scripture shows 
that God uses leaders without 
waiting until they are perfect. 

Bishop Mike felt that grace 
was the dominant, totally 
unconditional mark; he 
defined it as ‘how God deals 
with us’ and talked about ‘the 
relational temperature of lead- 
ership’. He emphasised that 
people are more important 
than programmes, that quality 
interactions work best. Grace- 
filled leaders are ‘OK with 
mistakes’, they model humili- 
ty, servant leadership and per- 
sistence. In Psalm 139, God is 
seen as the hound of heaven 
who ruthlessly pursues us. 

The third mark, goals, he 
illustrated by looking at the 
story of Nehemiah and his 
leadership skills in rebuilding 
the walls of Jerusalem after 
the Exile. Nehemiah had a 
plan for the work and could 
sell it to other people. They 


caught his passion to com- 
plete the task and made his 
goals their own. A leader with 
goals deals in facts not fanta- 
sy, makes surprising gains, is 
always keen to review the 
work and measure progress. 

The fourth mark, growth, 
was identified as personal 
growth in the leader them-v 
selves. Jesus was always 
approachable, but not always 
available. Leaders will only 
grow if they give themselves 
time to pray, to learn, to 
reflect (which Bishop Mike 
felt was the missing dimension 
in most teachers’ lives) and to 
be replenished. ‘Hang out 
with people who replenish 
you!’ he said. 

Finally, he urged us to ‘get 
out of the boat and walk on 
water’! The kind of leader he 
was talking about under- 
stands the comfort zone and 
why it feels so good. But from 
that starting point is happy to 
take risks and to work with 
failure. Above all the leader 
keeps focussed on what God 
wants. Bishop Mike’s final 
word was: ‘God is capable of 
amazing things!’. CF 

The convention CD 

See page 9 for details 



GODLY PLAY Jerome Berriman, Director of the Centre for the 
Theology of Childhood, held us spellbound in his workshop on 'Godly 
Play'. Bearded like a kindly rabbi his gently compelling voice brought 
to life the story of Abraham and Sarah. We could feel the heat and see 
the footprints in the sand. In fact the desert was a sandbox, Abraham 
and Sarah small wooden figures and the footprints Jerome's finger 
prints. Not every church has a Jerome Berriman but it did seem to be 
a wonderful way of encouraging children to discover the Bible for 
themselves and providing them a safe place in which to ask questions. 
There will be a Godly Play Workshop on 28 September at Thame 
Bams Centre. Contact: Jenny Hyson on on 01865 208255. 
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Unconventiona 


The DOOR in the wall 

The DOOR went 'unconventional’ with a wall newspaper. People were invited to pin their views, 
opinions and reviews, here are a view extracts and contributions 


The convention through the eyes of Banbury 



A group from Deddington Deanery off to the Convention 


SITTING on the Deddington 
Deanery coach travelling 
down to High Wycombe I 
looked at the Saturday pro- 
gramme for the first time. (I 
was one of the many who 
had decided at the last minute 
to come to the conference). I 
felt rather overwhelmed by 
the choice of talks, seminars, 
and workshops etc to choose 
from. There was so much on 
offer - how would I decide? 
What would I eat? What 
should I miss? What was rel- 
evant for me, my church and 
my town? 

On arrival my first task 
was easy - the excellent idea 
of a prayer balloon caught 
my eye (run by Ascot 
Christians Together) - must 
take that idea back! Having 
sent up my prayer I headed 
for one of the marquees. The 


rest of the day just flowed. I 
dipped into various exhibi- 
tions, talks and activities - I 
listened, I learnt, I sang and I 
observed. The unfair football 
match - another idea to bank. 
I prayed and I worshipped. 

What I take home most is the 
dynamism of the event. The 
overwhelming sense of the 
church being alive and active 
and thinking. So often we get 
bogged down with rotas and 
buildings. It was good to 
realise again that we are part 
of a wider picture, a church 
that is not standing still but 
one exploring the issues of 
the day and developing what 
it means to be a Christian 
and worship today. 

Sue Riches, 
Sue from St Mary's Church, 
Banbury is pictured below right 
with a prayer balloon. 


BEFORE I went I did won- 
der why I was going. A brief 
look at the programme lent 
by somebody on the coach 
made it seem even more 
daunting. So much, where 
did one start from? 

I went to a George Ling’s sem- 
inar on ‘Encounters on the 
Edge’. He spoke about crisis in 
the wider Church with atten- 
dance failing, and absence of 
the youth. But things don't 
change unless things get desper- 
ate. Don’t keep buildings unless 
they can adapt and change. He 
emphasised that the Church is 
the people not the buildings. 

This as followed by the 
Archbishop’s talk on being 
with people - hit-and-run 
bouts of evangelism do not 
work. What does work is large 
numbers of church people out 
in the the community doing 
voluntary work, ministry 
teams being developed and a 
greater flexibility in worship. 

God meets us where we are in 
the community. The age range 
was very varied and there was 
plenty for everybody to choose 
from, something familiar or 
something completely different. 

I thought the prayer 
labyrinth was a totally unnat- 
ural setting, and I am not a 
naturally reflective person, I 
am afraid it did not inspire me! 

Communion ended the day 
with everybody coming 
together from various cultures, 
traditions, young and old 
singers and musicians playing 
together in the worship of one 
God. I still do not know why I 
went, but I’m glad I did. 

Hazel Pynter St Mary's Banbury 



On the day it exceeded 
all out expectations 

I CAN’T really claim that we 
were looking forward to the 
Diocesan Convention. 
Often things that label 
themselves as ‘unconven- 
tional’ turn out to be solidly 
middle of the road with an 
embarrassingly self-con- 
scious air. The reality far 
exceeded our expectations. 
I’m glad to say. Since we 
have three young children 
(7, 5 and 4) children, we 
decided to go separately. I 
on Thursday, Simon on 
Friday and the intention 
was that one of us would 
get a bonus day on the 
Saturday. We changed our 
plans when the programme 
came, as it was obvious that 
the Diocese had gone to a 
lot of trouble to provide 
activities that children 
could join in with, so we 
decided that on Saturday we 
would all go together. 

Julia Hill 


The prize for the best contri- 
bution to the DOOR on the 
wall went to Elizabeth Allen 
from St Mary's Chipping 
Norton for her report on a 
workshop on singleness. her 
article appears on page 13 


No organ? No choir? 

Who needs them with 
JOHN BELL. You have all 
the resources you need in 
your congregation! 


Thanks for the hard work 

To all those who helped to 
make the Convention such 
a successful event. Thank 
you very much for all the 
work that must have been 
done in getting so many 
distinguished speakers 
together. It was a memo- 
rable opportunity to think 
and worship together. 
Marion E. Brown, Wheatley 


Thanks to all those who 
reported on the Convention 
for The DOOR Editor 


The one who calls you is faithful 

DUE to various circumstances, my decision to attend the 
Diocesan Convention was almost at the eleventh hour. 
However it seemed that God wanted me to be there as he 
paved the way so smoothly. ‘The one who calls you is 
faithful and he will do it.’(l Thess 5v24). 

The services, meetings, seminars and workshops con- 
tained much to challenge and inspire and the wealth of 
choice on the programme catered for great diversity and 
covered a wide range of topics. 

I left Wycombe Abbey School after the final Communion 
Service greatly blessed and privileged to have been part of such 
a memorable event. 

Jean Rae, Caversham 



The Unconventional CD 

The CD ROM complements The Door and the convention website. It pro- 
vides a permanent record of the event and contains text, recordings and 
video as well as over a hundred pictures from the convention. The CD fea- 
tures the keynote addresses by Tony 
Camfiplo, Karl Moore, Frances Young and 
George Carey as well as highlights from 
seminars, concerts and workshops. The 
winning 'Gods Not Dead 7 video and the 
entire final Eucharist are also included! 

The CD is only £3 (£5.00 overseas). 

Order online at www.oxford.angli- i 
can.org/convention 


Name: 

Address: 

Post Code: 

Contact No. / E-mail: 

Card No. 

Expiry Date:__/__ 

Card Type: VISA SWITCH MASTERCARD SOLO 
Number of CDs required: 

The name and address must be that of the cardholder. 

Please make cheques payable to ‘Oxford Diocesan Publications ' 

Post the form to Convention CD ROM, The Communications Department, 
Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey Lane, Oxford 0X2 0NB. 

For more information or to order bv phone contact (01865 2QS2321 



A musical thank-you from Wanda 

By the time you read this the Diocesan Convention will only 
be a memory. However \ y . to say a heartfelt thank-you 
to everyone wha/^ ; . . . | ’-ship by singing in the 

choir and * ikes commitment and 

a willingness t^^p, ; ; gfc: . e m order to prepare 

music of any quail ' T • ■ _casions. The music is still 
singing in my head anu 7. . you were able to take away 
some ideas that can be used in your parishes. We opened our 
Sunday morning service with ‘There is a longing’ and it was 
a wonderful way to connect the convention back to the local 
community. So again, thank you so much. 

‘When in our music God is glorified and adoration leaves 
no room or pride, it is as though the whole creation cries 
alleluia.’ Every blessing. 

Wanda Adams, Musical Director 

Anglican Youth Fellowship - wonderful worship leaders - 
Thank you! 


COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 
Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 



U COTSWOLD 

Wildlife Park 

- and Gardens - 

From ANTS to RHINOS in 160 
Acres of Parkland 

PLUS: 

★ ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND 
★ CHILDREN’S FARMYARD 
★ CAFETERIA ★ INDOOR EXHIBITS 


GARDENERS DAY - SUNDAY 8th SEPT 


OPEN EVERY DAY from 10am except 25th Dec 


Burford, Oxon 0X18 4JW 
Tel: (01993) 823006 

Open daily from 10am. Mid-way between 
Oxford & Cheltenham 
www.cotswoidwildIifepark.co.uk 


Signed Copies Of 


PETULAXLARK RECORD SLEEVES 


(And Respective Records) 
are available for Auction for charity. 

Contact the Fund Raising Manager, 
Duchess of Kent House (Palliative care Unit) 
22 Liebenrood Road, Reading RG30 2DX or 
E-mail: george.solly@duchessofkenthouse.org.uk 

To make a bid to help raise vital funding for 
this part NHS funded service 

Charity Registered No. 1085912 


Volunteers Needed 


Orirers, listeners, Befrieniers B Welcomers 

* Get Alongside People (Of All Ages) 

* Provide A Listening Ear • On-Going Training 

* Be Available For Just A Couple Of Hours A Month 
(Daytimes Or Evenings) 

CALL SHEILA OR RAY 


ANCHWAV FOUNDATION 

TEL: 01 865 790552 


CHARITY NO. 299533 

Serving Those Hurt By Loneliness 

New Marston Pastoral Centre, Jack Straw lane. Oxford 0X3 ODL 



Many of the elderly, infirm or partially disabled need only 
give themselves a little help to enjoy bathtime in privacy, 
safety and comfort ... a BATHABILITY bath seat! 

• Spring powered • Simple to use and store 

• Single, easy control lever • Portable 

Write or telephone for brochure and your local distributor, 
for a home trial, 


\NMAZ4* f joroittA 


WARREN HOOKER (UK) LTD. 

68 Old Wareham Road, Parkstone, 
Poole, Dorset BH12 4QR 

Tel: 01202 735999 Fax: 01202 737333 



TANK Winter fe&jj* 

MUSEUM Lecture S©j|j|p; 

Museum opens at 6pm and the 

lectures start at 7pm 4 

Ticket enquires to David Butt. 

Tickets for each lecture cost £10pp (jjj^ 
and include the museum, 
talk and refreshments 

• Thursday 26th November - 
Professor Richard Holmes 
talking on ’The Western 
Front Revisited* 

Richard Holmes is a specialist and author in i|H 
Military History, he has worked with the 
BBC to produce fascinating documentaries 
examining historical warfare. 


• Thursday 23rd January 2003 • 
Antony Beevor talking on 
’Stalingrad and Berlin* 

Antony, a world renowned author, has written 
four novels and six works of non-fiction The 
British edition of Stalingrad was a number 
one bestseller 

• Thursday 27th February 2003 - 
David Fletcher talking on 
’The Invention of the Tank* 

Resident Staff member at the Tank Museum 
David Fletcher is weil known as a writer on tank 
history and also for his many TV appearances 

The Tank Museum 
Bovington, Dorset, BH20 6JGj 
www.tankmuseum.co.uk| 

Tel: 01929 405096 ^ 

Fax: 01929 405360 
info@tankmuseum.co.uk 
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Courses 


Diocesan Prayer Diary 


Stewardship 
Training 
Bvangellsm and 
Ministry 

Rolling Programme: 
Introduction to Portfolio 9, 

23 October and 6 November at 
St Michael’s New Marston, led 
by the Revd Jo Coney, 7.30 - 
9.30pm, £15. 

Managing your Learning 

19 September at Church House, 
led by the Revd Phillip Tovey, 

7.30 - 9.30pm, £6. 

Pastoral Healing Day 

23 November at All Saints, 
Dedworth near Windsor, led by 
the Revd Phillip Tovey, 10 - 
4pm, £15. 

Ministry In the Workplace 

7 December at Church House, 
led by the Revd Nick Parish, 10 
-4pm, £15. 

Details from Juliet Ralph 
(01865) 208282 

St Theosevla Centre for 
Christian Spirituality 
Russian Christians of the 
Emigration in Paris 12 

October at 2 Canterbury Road, 

10.30 - 4pm. Speakers: Bishop 
Basil of Sergievo and Fr Sergei 
Hakel, £10, concessions £8. 

Travels to Remote 
Monasteries In Ethiopia 
and Turkey 9 November at 2 
Canterbury Road, 11 - 4pm. 
•Speakers: Mrs Diana Spencer 
and Dr Sebastian Brock, £10, 
concessions £8. 

Living the Gospel through 
Base Communities 23 

November at 2 Canterbury 
Road, 10.30 - 4pm. Speakers: 
Dr Liz Carmichael and Prof 
Christopher Rowland. £10, 
concessions £8. 

Details and bookings to: 
(01865)310341 


The October issue of 


Cottesloe 
Christian Training 
Programme 
21 September 

Leading Morning and 
Evening Prayer at Padbury 
Church, 10 - 12.30pm, £7. 

21 September What shall we 
do about the sermon slot? 
Alternatives to preaching, 1.30 
- 4pm, £7 

30 September Music for 
small congregations at Mursley 
Church, with Arthur Christian 
8 - 9.30pm, £6. 

3 October ‘I am with you 
always’ A Quiet Day led by 
Sister Hazel at Old Stables, 
Cublington 10 - 3pm, £8. 

8 October What is Worship? 
Thinking about what we are 
doing when we worship 8 - 
9.30pm, £7. 

Cottesloe Christian Training 
Programme (01525) 375109 
cottesloe@fish.co. uk 

Milton Keynes Training 
Commission 

Wed 4 September Lifelong 
Learning. This contributes to 
the CME training expected of 
all of us in ministry. Clergy and 
Ministers welcome. Newport 
Pagnell Methodist Church, 
7.30pm. 

Tues 10 9 26 September 

Introduction to health and 
safety: food. Planning a harvest 
Supper? Selling cakes at a 
Christmas bazaar? Are you 
aware of health and safety law 
in relation to these and other 
activities? Do you know who is 
responsible? Brad well Chapel, 
Loughton Road, Bradwell, £12 
for full course, 7.30 - 9.30pm. 
Prl 20 September 
Orientation to the Ecumenical 
Movement and to being 
Ecumenical in Milton Keynes 
with Revd Murdoch 


Bonhoeffer’s 

Christocentric Spirituality 

4 September An afternoon 
conversation at The Well, 
Newport Road, Willen, Milton 
Keynes 2 - 4.30pm. The speak- 
er will be Dr F Burton Nelson, 
Professor at North Park 
Theological Seminary, Chicago. 
Booking: Alan Homer (01908) 
200675 alanhomer@onetel.net.uk 

Tough Talk MK 
21 - 20 September A Mission 
Week in Milton Keynes. Tough 
Talk are a group of body builders, 
ex-bouncers and debt collectors 
who are now Christians. 

Maranatha Weekends 

20 - 22 September 

‘Receiving the Spirit of God’ 

True and false spirituality. 
During this weekend we will 
experience healing, freedom and 
peace as we receive the Spirit of 
God anew. At Wistaston Hall, 
Wistaston, Near Crewe. £75. 
Enquiries to Marie and Andrew 
Robertson, 6 Green Tree gar- 
dens, Romiley, Stockport SK6 
3JL (0161)494 2675 
18 - 20 October ‘The Fire of 
the Spirit’ at Lanuah Retreat 
Centre Treskilling, Nr St 
Austell, Cornwall £80. Booking: 
Mrs Sylvia Middlemist, 26 
Lockside, Marpel, Cheshire SK6 
6BN (0161)427 3260. 

The Maranatha Community is a 
movement of Christians in all 
churches committed to unity , 
healing and renewal. 

Oxford Diocese Board of 
Social Responsibility 

28 September Facilitating 
Teenage Parenting Courses with 
FLAME group, led by Rosie Hill, 
10 —3.30pm at Church House. 
The day will be interactive with 
opportunities for discussion, plus 
videbs and handouts. 

12 October Pastoral Care 


Father , hear our prayer which we 
offer for all your faithful people , 
that in their vocation and ministry 
they may serve you in holiness 
and truth , to the glory of your 
name: through our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Let us pray to God our 
Father for:- 

THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY 
AFTER TRINITY 

Sunday 1 st Our children, young 
people, and mature students, as 
they prepare for a new academic 
year; for teachers, tutors and 
classroom assistants; for our theo- 
logical colleges and ministerial 
courses; for head teachers, princi- 
pals and governors. 

Monday 2 nc * Wycombe Deanery 
For the continuing re-organisation 
of the deanery; for the develop- 
ment of new structures and pat- 
terns of ministry, especially in the 
High Wycombe team ministry. 

For the area dean - Christopher 
Bull; associate area dean - Robert 
Jennings; clergy - Veronica 
Beaumont, Alistair France (rural 
mission enabler); licensed lay min- 
ister - Pat Hastings; synod lay 
chairman - Ann Cartland. 

Tuesday 3 r< * Flackwell Heath: 
clergy - Christopher Bull, Denise 
Critchell, Martin Courtney; 
licensed lay minister - Sue 
Simpson. 

Wednesday 4^ Hambleden 
Valley Group Ministry: 
Hambleden, Fawley, Fingest, 
Medmenham, Turville: Clergy - 
Malcolm MacNaughton, Ann 
Trew; licensed lay minister - 
Annette Jackson; chairman joint 
PCC-Wynyard Wallace. 


senior pastoral workers - Derek 
Hopwood, Allan Garratt: full time 
youth worker - Graham Stacey. 

Friday 6* Hedsor and Bourne 
End: clergy - John Sclater. 

Saturday 7^ High Wycombe 
Team Ministry: High Wycombe, 
All Saints: clergy - Peter Bradley, 
Susie Simpson; full time youth 
worker - Peter Jarvis; lay paster - 
Jackie Lock; licensed lay minister 

- Maureen Lampard; Wycombe 
East; clergy - Mary Gurr; 
Desborough Road: clergy - 
Stephen Whitmore, Peter Viney, 
Ruth Wooster; licensed lay minis- 
ter - Allison Smale. 

THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY 
AFTER TRINITY RACIAL 
JUSTICE SUNDAY 

Sunday 8^ Lord, Jesus Christ, we 
are your body not because we 
have chosen that name, but 
because you have given it to us. If 
through false pride or selfish inde- 
pendence, we have said, 7 am not 
part of the body’ If through supe- 
riority or lack of love, we have 
said, 7 don't need you'. If we 
have known that other parts of 
your body suffer, and we have 
refused to share their pain. If we 
have seen other parts of your 
body rejoice and have suspected 
or scorned their happiness. If, in 
place of you, the head of the 
body, we have served our own 
theology, tradition or prejudice, 
and loved only those who loved 
or looked like us. Then Lord, 
have mercy on us. (Wild Goose 
Resource Group) 

Monday 9^ High Wycombe 
Team Ministry: Hatters Lane: 
clergy - David Foster, Elaine Carr, 
David Gosling: pastoral Assistant 

— Heafher Graham; full time 


Jackson; pastoral assistant - Janice 
Allerston; parish evangelist - Peter 
Simmons C.A; Sands; for the 
churchwardens during the vacancy. 

Tuesday lO^ 1 Hughenden: clergy 

- Simon Cronk, Frederick Friend; 
licensed lay minister -Bill Geers, 
Robin Holmes. 

Wednesday ll 1 * 1 Lane End with 
Cadmore End (South Chiltems 
Group Ministry with 
Stokenchurch with Ibstone): cler- 
gy - Robert Jennings; licensed lay 
ministers - Geoffrey Brown, John 
Coombs. 

Thursday 12^ Loudwater: clergy 

- Timothy Butlin; licensed lay 
ministers - David Clarke, Patrick 
Finlay; pastoral Assistant - Tina 
Loadman. 

Friday 13^ Marlow Area Team 
Minstry: Marlow, Marlow 
Bottom,. Little Marlow, Bisham; 
clergy - Nicholas Molony, Sue 
Irwin, Matthew Reed, Gabrielle 
Smith, Michael Hughes; licensed 
lay ministers - Peter Kent, John 
Bustin. 

Saturday 14 th HOLY CROSS 
DAY Stokenchurch with Ibstone 
(South Chiltems Group Ministry 
with Lane End with Cadmore 
End): clergy - Alistair France. 

THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY 
AFTER TRINITY 

Sunday 15^ Those who work for 
Charities, both employees and 
volunteers: for Social Services and 
all organisations that help people 
locally. 

Monday 16th Terriers: clergy - 
Tony Dickinson. Tylers Green: for 
the churchwardens during the 
vacancy, licensed lay minister - 
David Carter. Woobum, 

Wycombe Lane Chapel; clergy - 


Lacey, Allan Woods, Eric 
Nicholson. 

Wednesday 18^ The staff at 
Diocesan House: Diocesan 
Secretary - Rosemary Pearce: 
Bishops office - Micahel Brierley, 
Christine Lodge, Debbie Perry: 
Administration - Jean Rivers, 
Barbara Bolder, Dorothy 
Beaumont, Ruth Reavley. 

Thursday 19^ The staff at 
Diocesan House: Buildings - 
Roger Harwood, Maggie 
Thomas, Tony Clear, David 
Hooley, Carole Leary, Lynda 
Perry, John English, Helen James, 
Tony Kerry. 

Friday 20^ The staff at Diocesan 
House: Communications - 
Richard Thomas, Phillip Hind, 
Mark Leadbetter. The Door - 
Christine Zwart, Jemimah Wright. 

Saturday 21 st MATTHEW 
APOSTLE AND EVANGALIST 
The staff at Diocesan House: 
Finance - Nigel Warne, Beverley 
Jane, Pat Burton, Helen Carter, 
Edith Sanchez, Dee Skelcher, 
Suzanne Barsby, Nelly Jirongo, 
Ivyn Francis. 

THE SEVENTEENTH SUN- 
DAY AFTER TRINITY 

Sunday 22 nc * Those who prepare 
Harvest Festivals. Father we give 
you thanks for the fruits of the 
earth in their season, and for the 
labours of those who harvest hem. 
Make us we pray faithful stewards 
of your great bounty, for the pro- 
vision of our necessities and the 
relief of all who are in want. For 
the people of the Diocese of 
Kimberley and Kuruman. 

Monday 23 r( * Woodstock 
Deanery. For the benefice of 
Steeple Aston with North Aston 


get away on their holidays. For 
the area dean - Roger 
Humphreys: synod lay chairman 
-John Fox. 

Tuesday 24^ Blaydon with 
Woodstock: clergy - Roger 
Humphreys, Roy Turner, Colin 
Sanders, Elizabeth Johnson; 
licensed lay minister - Celia 
Humphreys. 

Wednesday 25^ Eynsham and 
Cassington: clergy - Ian Bentley, 
John Underwood, Roger Aston: 
licensed lay minister - Neil 
Grady; full time youth worker - 
Simon Davies. 

Thursday 2 6 t * 1 Hanborough and 
Freeland: clergy - Tim Naish; 
licensed lay ministers - Hugh 
Dalton, Elizabeth Sharpies; pas- 
toral assistants - Peter Langley, 
John Fox. 

Friday 27^ North Leigh: clergy - 
Stephen Kirkham. Steeple Aston 
with North Aston and Tackley: 
for the churchwardens during the 
vacancy; licensed lay minister - 
Richard Bailey. 

Saturday 28^ Stonesfield with 
Combe Longa: clergy - Geoff 
Van der Weegan. Westcote 
Barton with Steeple Barton, Duns 
Tew and Sandford St Martin; 
clergy - Graeme Arthur. 

ST MICHAEL AND ALL 
ANGELS 

Sunday 29^ For all who are 
ordained at this time. For their 
families and all who will support 
them in their work in parishes, in 
sector ministries and in secular 
employment. 

Monday 30^ Wootton with 
Glympton and Kidlington: clergy 
- Tony Adams; licensed lay minis- 
ter-jenny Wagstaffe. Yamton 





Details and bookings to: 
(01865) 310341 


The October issue of 
be 

ready for 
collection on 
22 September 


Orientation to the Ecumenical 
Movement and to being 
Ecumenical in Milton Keynes 
with Revd Murdoch 
MacKenzie, 10 - 3pm at 
Christian Foundation, The 
Square, Aylesbury St, 
Wolverton. 

All details (01908) 322533 
mkctc@tesco.net 


lkj — j.jopm at x^nurcn nousc. 
The day will be interactive with 
opportunities for discussion, plus 
videos and handouts. 

12 October Pastoral Care 
Forum. A day for those interested 
in Pastoral Care, as individuals or 
in parish teams. At Thame Bams 
Centre, 10 - 3.30pm. All details: 
Kate Hodgson (0186S) 208213 
socresp@dch. oxford.anglican. org 


I Malcolm MacNaughton, Ann 
I Trew; licensed lay minister - 
I Annette Jackson; chairman joint 
* PCC - Wynyard Wallace. 

I Thursday 5^ Hazlemere, Widmer 
I End, Rose Avenue Congregation, 

I Cedar Avenue Congregation: 

| clergy - Clive Collier, Bill Mason, Dani 
Munoz-Trivino: 




AUGUST 

WED 28 KIRTLINGTON 

An evening with Andrew 
Enumu a Christian Aid part- 
ner and Aids educator with 
YWAM in Uganda. Details: 
(01865) 246818. 

WED 28 OXFORD 
Facing AIDS in Uganda, 
Andrew Enumu, Healthcare 
worker from Soroti, Uganda at 
Wesley Memorial Church, 1.10 
- 1.50pm. Details: (01865) 
246818 

SEPTEMBER 

SUN 1 GROVE September 
special at the Cornerstone, 
Saville Way, St Clements cake 
with tea or coffee £1.45. 

SUN 1 AMERSHAM Beauty 
in Chants 6-6. 45pm, a simple 
but powerful service, drawing 
upon contemplative Christian 
chants from around the 
world. First Sunday each 
month at St Michael’s 
Church, Amersham on the 
Hill. Details (01494) 726680. 
SUN 1 MILTON KEYNES 
A day focussing on Faith in 
the Global Economy with 
Revd Prof Michael Taylor at 
Church of Christ the 
Cornerstone, 10.30 - 4pm. 
Details: (01908) 237777. 
TUES 5 WENDOVER New 
Season for the Wendover 
Choral Society at St Annes 
Church Hall, 7.45pm. 

SAT 7 DENHAM Great 
Horwood Silver Band at St 
mary’s 2.30pm. Art exhibi- 
tion open fromlOam. 


SAT 7 UPTON St Mary’s 
Church Annual Summer Fete 
2pm in the Recreation 
Ground, Station Road. 
Details: (01235) 850486. 

SAT 7 LONGWORTH Fete 
in the village 2pm, auction, 
books, silver band, lots for 
children. Details: (01865) 
821028 

SUN 8 DENHAM Questions 
and Answers with Bishop 
Mike Hill, 4pm in the church 
yard, in the context of ‘Songs 
of Praise’. Art exhibition 
open from 10am. 

SUN 8 WESTON 

TURVILLE Patronal Festival 
at St Mary the Virgin 8am - 
lpm Bring and share lunch. 
Details: (01296) 613105 
TUES 10 OXFORD 
Afghanistan - a hopeful future? 
Mary Eesar, working in Heart, 
Western Afghanistan at Wesley 
Memorial Church, 1.10 - 
1.50pm. Details: (01865) 246818 
TUES 10 ASTON TIRROLD 
Living with Loss, an introducto- 
ry couse for those visiting the 
bereaved at the United Reformed 
Church 7.30 - 9.30pm, £20. 
Details: (01235) 847270 
WED 11 WOODSTOCK 
Oxfordshire Red Ribbon Group 
service for World AIDS Day at 
7.30pm, Methodist Church, 

Oxford Road. Details: (01993) 
oiino 

THURS 12 ASTON TIR- 
ROLD Autumn Art Course, 
2.30 - 4.30pm, all abilities wel- 
come, £45 for 7 sessions, at 
United Reformed Church. 
Details: (01235) 847270 


SAT 14 HISTORIC 
CHURCHES BIKE RIDE. 
SAT 14 GARSINGTON 

Golden Jubilee Fete in the 
manor House Gardens, 2pm 
with the Headington Quarry 
Morris Men and the Jubilee 
(Oxford) Brass Band. 

SAT 14 - 15 ASTON TIR- 
ROLD FI ower Festival at 
United Reformed Church 10 - 
5pm. Details: (01235) 847270 
SAT 14 - 15 SILCHESTER 
Heritage Open Day Exhibition 
with flower display and bell- 
ringing demonstration. Details: 
(0118) 970 0825 
MON 16 BICESTER Inaugural 
meeting of a Prison Fellowship 
Group at St Edburg’s Church 
Hall, 7.30pm. Details contact 
Andrew Rycraft (01865) 791075 
TUES 17 OXFORD 
Faithworks Spirituality - 
Intimacy and Involvement. 
Steve Chalke speaks at St 
Andrews, Linton Road, 8pm. 
Details: (01865) 760099. 
THURS 19 ASTON TIR- 
ROLD Drop in Quiet Day, 10 
- 4pm at the United Reformed 
Church. Please bring packed 
lunch. Details: (01235) 847270 
SAT 21 CHESHAM Chrysalis 
10th Birthday Celebration at 
Chesham Park Community 
College. Details and free ticket 
from (01494) 581115. 

SAT 21 WOOLHAMPTON 
Konevets Choral Quartet, 
direct from St Petersburg, at 
Douai Abbey, 7.45pm. Tickets 
£7 in advance (01635) 522733. 
SUN 22 AYLESBURY 
Konevets Choral Quartet, 


direct from St Petersburg, at 
St Mary’s, 6.30pm. Tickets £6 
in advance (01296) 622238. 

SAT 28 WENDOVER 

Jumble Sale at 2pm at 
Wendover Memorial Hall. 
SAT 28 OXFORD 
Michaelmas Fair at 
Summertown Church Hall, 
Portland Road 10 - 2pm. 

SAT 28 ASTON TIRROLD 
Autumn Quiet Day, 10 - 4pm 
at the United Reformed 
Church. Cost £12. Details: 
(01235) 847270 # 

OCTOBER 

TUES 1 GROVE October 
special at the Cornerstone, 
Saville Way, Spiced apple 
cake with tea or coffee £1.45. 
WED 2 CHESHAM Rejoice 
at the Sound’ an organ recital 
at St Mary’s Church, 7.30pm, 
£10. Details: (01494)774270. 
Frl 4 ROTHERFIELD PEP- 
PARD ‘Music for an Autumn 
Evening’, recital by Rebecca 
Bell and Anthea Fry at All 
Saints’ Church, 8pm. Details: 
(0118) 9722844. 

SAT 5 DRAYTON 
BEAUCHAMP Autumn 
Serenade, 7pm. 


BBC RADIO OXFORD 
95.2 

BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 
104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday Breakfast 
Sundays 6 - 9am 
Local religious views, 
church news, 
favourite hymns 


The Door is published ten 
times a year (not August 
or January) and is distributed 



The DoorPost is a supplement to 
The Door and is published by 
Oxford Diocesan Publications Ltd. 


Monday 9 m High Wycombe 
Team Ministry: Hatters Lane: 
clergy - David Foster, Elaine Carr, 
David Gosling: pastoral Assistant 

- Heather Graham; full time 
youth worker - David 
Montgomery; licensed lay minister 

- Katharine Murray; Downley - 
clergy - Mark Mowforth, Joan 
Arthur Booker; clergy -Marie 


ivmy a yici» vjiccii; iui 

the churchwardens during the 
vacancy, licensed lay minister - 
David Carter. Woobum, 

Wycombe Lane Chapel; clergy - 
Rosemary Payne and for the 
churchwardens during the vacancy. 

Tuesday 17^ West Wycombe 
with Bledlow Ridge, Bradenham 
and Radnage: clergy - Nigel 


Kimberley and Kuruman. 

Monday 23 r< * Woodstock 
Deanery. For the benefice of 
Steeple Aston with North Aston 
and Tackley during the inter-reg- 
num. For non stipendiary and 
retired priests, for their support 
and generous help during the 
summer to enable incumbents to 


employment. 

Monday 30^ Wootton with 
Glympton and Kidlington: clergy 
- Tony Adams; licensed lay minis- 
ter-jenny Wagstaffe. Yamton 
with Begbroke and Shipton on 
Cherwell: clergy - Eric Craig, 
Gerald Wright. 

Edited by Graham Canning 


c„„,„ii„i i„ jomimoh wriohi www.oxford.atigljcan.org 

What’s On is a free service for readers of The Door. If you would like your 
event included on the October DoorPost, send details in writing to the 


address below. The deadline is for the next issue is 1 7 September 2002. 


SAT 5 LANGLEY A concert 
by the Weybridge Male Voice 
Choir in aid of Christ the 
Worker, at St Mary’s Church. 
Details: (01753) 546920 
SAT ff OXFORD Mission 
Possible? Combatting Global 
Poverty 10 - 4pm at Wesley 
Memorial Church, New Inn 
Hall St, a day conference 
including John Madeley and 
Revd Lucy Winkett. Details: 
paul Langley, (01865) 
246818 

SUN 6 WANTAGE Animal 
Blessing Service, 3pm at St 
John Vianney Church, 
Charlton Road. 

SUN 6 AMERSHAM Beauty 
in Chants 6-6. 45pm, a simple 
but powerful service, drawing 
upon contemplative Christian 
chants from around the 
world. First Sunday each 
month at St Michael’s 
Church, Amersham on the 
Hill. Details (01494) 726680. 
SUN 6 ALL CHURCHES 
Animal Welfare Sunday. Free 
information pack - email 
angsocwelanimals@aol.com 

Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays 8am Holy 
Communion, 10am Matins 
and Sermon; 11.15am Sung 
Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 
Weekdays 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 
1.05pm Holy Communion on 
Wednesdays only 6pm Choral 
Evensong 6pm Sung Eucharist 
on Thursday’s or Saints Days 


or phone (01252) 843093. 

SAT 12 RADLEY Annual 
RSCM Choirs’ Festival, 
directed by Stephen Farr at 
Radley College Chapel. 
Details: (0118) 9722844. 
SUN 13 WOKINGHAM 
Service of thanksgiving for 
Creation and Blessing of 
Animals, 3pm at All Saints 
Church. . Details: (0118) 
9789782 

WED 16 OXFORD St 

Frideswide Civic Service, 6pm 
in the Cathedral. 

THURS 17 WITNEY Garth 
Hewitt in Concert, an evening 
of stories and songs about 
justice, peace and hope from 
around the world at 
Congregational Church 
7.30pm, £5. Details: (01865) 
246818. 

SAT 19 DORCHESTER 

Sing Gregorian Chant for a 
day at Dorchester Abbey, 10 
- 6pm. Details (01749) 
675131. 

Sat 26 OXFORD Music for 
Change, 10 - 3pm at Wesley 
memorial Church, New Inn 
Hall St, a massive sale of cd’s, 
tapes and records. 


Diocesan Board of Social 
Responsibility 

Is somebody hi 
you? 

Help is at hand. Ring ui»to 
208213 for confidential conver- 
sation or email 

socresp@dch.oxford.anglican.org 


Notices 


Volunteers at The Porch 

The Porch Steppin Stone Centre is 
looking for volunteers who are able 
to give a couple of hours a week to 
help in our East Oxford centre for 
homeless and vulnerably housed peo- 
ple. There are a range of times avail- 
able - mornings, evenings and week- 
ends. No criteria needed, only a will- 
ingness to help and a friendly dispo- 
sition, although there are opportuni- 
ties for people with skills in IT, cook- 
ing, art, sports. For more informa- 
tion or to arrange an informal visit 
please contact Sarah or Laura on 
(01 865) 728545 / 251 798 or you can 
email us on staff@tssc.fsnet.co.uk 


Carers’ Coffee Morning 

This friendly group may be for you, 
if you look after someone - a relative 
or friend - who because of age, dis- 
ability or illness couldn’t manage 
without your help. Carers’ circum- 
stances vary widely, but all carers 
need back up and support - and time 
for themselves - to continue their 
vital, but often challenging role. 

The Carers’ Coffee Morning was set 
up in response to this need. Open to 
all ages, it is run by and for carers, 
and offers a chance to chat, share 
experiences, hear speakers and plan 
future trips. You will be made very 
welcome, whether you attend regu- 
larly or just ‘drop in’ when you can. 

If you’ve not been before, and would 
like someone to meet and welcome 
you on your first visit, phone 
(01865) 205192 and leave a message 
for Marion or Margaret. Carers 
Coffee Morning, Tuesday’s 10.30 - 
12noon at Carers’ Centre, 174A 
Cowley Road, Oxford. 


Stallholders Needed 

Stall holders are needed for the forth- 
coming One World Fair on Sat 9 
November in Oxford Town Hall, 10 
- 4.30. The Fair is organised by the 
Oxford Oxfam Group and is a plat- 
form for any organisations interested 
in overseas development or environ- 
mental issues to promote their cause 
and sell fairtrade products. If you 
would like to hold a stall please con- 
tact ally.green@btinternet.com or 
call (01865) 739255. Costs of stalls 
are £20 for non-profit making organ- 
isations, £30 for profit-making and 
£15 for additional tables. If you 
would like to advertise your compa- 
ny in the One World Fair brochure 
(full page £90, half page £60 and 
quarter page £30)* please also get in 
touch with Rachel Iliffe, (0773 
4682019) RIliffe@oxfam.org.uk. 

Could you be a host? 

Could you give a happy weekend, or 
Christmas, to an adult international 
student at a UK University? Many stu- 
dents love to meet residents, to find 
out about the way of life here, and 
talk about their own country. Being a 
volunteer host once or twice a year 
can really make a difference to the 
happiness of individual students, and 
is a great way to contribute to interna- 
tional friendship and understanding. 
It’s also fun, and illuminating for the 
host, if you would like to know more 
please visit www.hostuk.org, or call 
Lesley Higgins (01993) 882676. 

Datchet Ecumenical 
Parish Centre 

Open everyday except Sunday 9.30 - 
3.30pm for tea, coffee, soft drinks, 
homemade cakes and sandwiches. Also 
available special advice on Victim 
Support - Mondays 10 - 12noon. Police 
matters - Tuesday’s 10 - 12noon. 
Voluntary Service - Thursday’s 10 - 12 
noon. Details: (01753) 595315. 



free of charge to churches in 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire. 


Editorial address: The Door, 
Church House, North Hinksey, 
Oxford 0X2 0NB. 


Telephone: 01865 208227 
Fax: 01865 790470 


Email: 

door@oxford.angl ican.org 
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Advertising 


TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 





Ground Floor: Split level sitting room/dining room ♦ Fully fitted 
kitchen • Twin bedded room with erf-suite bathroom 
•Terrace and plunge pool overlooking Flamingo Lake 
First Floor: One kingsize double bedroom • One twin bedded 
room • Bathroom • Small terrace and housing for washing 
machine • Steps to roof terrace 

The villa overlooks the tennis centre, there are two golf courses, £ 
driving range, plus supermarket, restaurants, children's play 
grounds, swimming pools and miles of sandy beaches 

Competitive prices according to season 


PEMBROKESHIRE 


ORLANDO 
Florida 


STUDLAND BAY 

DORSET 


Tel: 01929 450224 lor Brochure Today 


Please call 


Ian or Judith 


Carter 

W m m 

01372 378270 


for further 


information or 


reservations 



ALGARVE 


Luxury 3 bed Villa (all en-suite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons. 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort 
Golf, Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 


Tel: 02380 265683 


LOIRE VALLEY 

House with large garden in 
Medieval town Montreuil - 
Bellay. Overlooks river Thouet 
6» Chateau Fully equipped, 
sleeps 4-6. 

From £250 per week. 
Contact: N Denton 

Tel: 01494 739258 


WWW.emara.com 

Irish based gateway to Islands 
and Coastal Communities, 
International Links page, News, 
Discussion Forum. Shop: 
with one secure payment: 

Buy quality goods! 

Book a holiday! 

Try courses!! 

Tel: 00353 (0) 2839126 

email: ed@emara.com 


LAKE DISTRICT 

En-suite B&B in old 
farmhouse. 

Quiet location midway 
between Keswick & M6 
motorway. 

For brochure please call : 

017684 83233 

or email: 

greenahcrag@!ineone. net 


TENBY 

Southdiff Hotel 

Family Hotel. 
En-suite rooms. 

No smoking or pets. 

Tel: 01834 842410 


Country Cottages 

Wonderful countryside, 
cl ose to sea, sleeps 2-1 0. 

B&B 

large Country House 

With extensive grounds. 
Ideal for coastal paths & 
beaches. St Davids 8 
Haverfordwest. 

£19 pppn. 

Tel: 01437 710492 

www.cuffernmanor.co.uk 


DARTMOUTH 

4 miles. 

S/c quality character 
cottage on farm. Sleeps 
4/5. Recently 
refurbished. Small lake 
& boat. Also farmhouse 
B&B. Details Phone/Fax: 

01803 712346 


EDINBURGH 

Afton Town House 

Small family run hotel. Centrally 
located in an elegant New Town 
crescent, minutes from Princes 
Street and a host of visitor 
attractions. Private parking. 

6 Grosvenor Crescent 

(0131)225 7033 

www.aftontownhouse.co.uk 


THE HIDING 
PLACE 

A haven to come aside 
and be alone with God. 
For brochure phone 
Charles or Rachel 

Tel: 01623 441937 

www.thehidingplace.fsnet.co.uk 


CANTERBURY 
7 MILES 

Just for two. Unique 
barn conversion. 
S/C. Rural area. 

Tel: 01227700428 


MINMORE FARM 
COTTAGES 

4 Star accommodation 
with beautiful scenery 
of the Wicklow hills 
in Ireland. 

Tel: 00353 55 29242 

Email: cwt@eircom.net 


Gatwick 3 mins 

Friendly, quiet B&B 
in garden setting 

Close to shops and restaurants. 
All rooms colour TV with tea/coffee 
facilities. Full English or 
Continental breakfast included. 
Secure holiday parking available. 
Courtesy transport by arrangement. 

Easy access from M25 - M23 
Tel & Fax: 01293 783363 


KIBBLE VALLEY 

2 self-catering apartments 
in converted stable. 
Wonderful views. 
Sleeps 4-6. ETC ★★★★ 
Level 1 mobility access. 
Tel: 01200 445370 

pilko@highergills.co.uk 

www.highergills.co.uk 


HISTORIC LAVENHAM, 
SUFFOLK 

QUAKERS YARD 

4 quality self catering holiday 
homes sleeping 2-6, 
set in landscaped gardens. 

Short breaks available. 
Ring for brochure, telephone 

01284 827271 

Mobile: 07765 571918 
Email: val@quakersyard.com 


SHROPSHIRE 

SIRUTON HILLS 

Cosy cottages, fully equipped. 
Linen provided. Panoramic 
views. Dogs welcome. 
For brochure Tel: 

01694 722869 


Wells/ 

Glastonbury 

Self-catering short breaks & holidays. 
Our cottages are comfortable, warm, 
cosy and loved. 

See: www.pottingshedholidays.co.uk 
E-mail: cjvbhhol@aol.com 

Tel. 01749 672 857 


KESWICK 

Homely Guest House in 
beautiful peaceful 
surroundings, all rooms 
en-suite with TV & 
teamakers. Private parking. 
No smoking. 

Tel: 017687 72902 


HOLIDAY BUNGALOW 
Near USKEARD 

Sleeps 4 (One double, one twin) 
Well equipped and furnished. 
Very quiet location. 

Close to many attractions 
including the Eden Project. 
Still dates available for late 
summer/autumn. 

Further details and rates from: 
e-mail andykent@lineone.net 
<mailto:andykent@lineone.net> 

Tel & Fax 01929 471079 


Israel & Beyond Ltd 

Retail agent of ATOL 2893 
f 7 5 minimum donation to your church 
for most foreign holidays. 

Croup trips to Holy land, Turkey etc 

Call Mark on 01422 202292 


BALA - SNOWDONIA 
NATIONAL PARK 

Comfortable, homely B&B. 
Excellent Welsh breakfast. 
Log fires. Rural location. 

£1 5.00 pppn. Special offer - 
Stay 7 nights - pay for 6. 
Tel: Mrs Jones 

01678 520554 


FLORIDA 

Kissimmee 

Luxury four bedroomed 
Villa fifteen minutes 
Disney, heated pool, 
further details telephone 

Gina Rae 01924 250423 

MU Member 


SOMERSET 

HELWELL BAy 

Watchet 
Caravans & Chalets 
overlooking the sea. 
Half price for senior 
citizens. 

Early & late Season 

Tel: 01984 631781 


Close to Disney. 

4 bed luxury villa 
with pool. Sleeps 10. 

New 2001 

023 92 639 638 

www.sunshine-magic.co.uk 


The ladies of Harwell and Chilton 
Parish in the Oxford Diocese, began 
to collect wool at their meetings to 
send to a lady who keeps the tomb 
of Lazarus in Bethany. 

On returning from a tour of the Holy 
Land they were made aware of the 
plight of a family who spent most of 
the winter knitting items to sell to the 
tourists, and were always short of wool. 
They sent so much that we think you 
might now find a woo! shop on the 
road from Jerusalem to Bethany I 
Sadly, the shortage now is not wool, 
but tourists. 

Many Parishes have been forced to 
abandon their plans to visit the Holy 
Land with the present unrest and both 
Jews and Palestinians, as well as the 
tour operators, are all suffering together. 


Some of the sites are in danger of 
neglect and although some have 
managed to run tours, many hotels who 
spent out to celebrate the Millennium 
by updating rooms and receptions, have 
suffered great financial loss over the last 
two years. 

There is a way round most problems and 
a questionnaire has just been launched 
by Decade Ministries in an attempt to 
attract people back to the land of the 
Bible. 

Jesus spent the greater part of His 
ministry in Galilee away from the 
troubles down in Jerusalem. Today 
Galilee is peaceful, the same place where 
Jesus taught, healed and ministered to 
peoples needs lying almost empty. 

It could be a wonderful place to hold a 
retreat. Because Decade Ministries is in 
the business of producing Bible Visual 


Dublin 

City Centre 

Parkway Guesthouse 
Family run, select & 
budget accommodation. 
Very reasonable rates. 

Tel: 003531 874 0469 


CENTRAL PORTUGAL 

We are the only company in the 
UK marketing properties in this 
beautiful area of Portugal. 
Prices from £15,000 
We are confident you will enjoy 
our property listings. 
PREMIER PROPERTIES 
INTERNATIONAL 
Tel: 01935 881199 

sales@premierpropertiesonline.net 


KMIR0KE8HIRE COAST 

National Park 

Luxury Four Star 
self-catering 
accommodation. 

- Also 3 Star Hotel - 

Brochure Tel: 01239820343 

Email:info@gellifawr.co.uk 


BRIXHAM 

2 bedroom holiday 
bungalow, well equipped, 
sleeping 6. Overlooking 
wooded gardens & sea. 
Car park. Dogs welcome. 

WWW.SB86IVB.freCSBrVB.CI.lll 

bllkil9s@SBa6IVB.frBBSBreB.6l.Bll 

Tel: 01803 858336 


CHRISTIAN 

HOLIDAY 

CENTRE 

Nr. Honiton, Devon 

6 self-catering cottages 
from 6 bedrooms 
to 2 bedrooms 
Within easy reach of 
Sea & Moors. 
Phone for brochure 

01404 841238 


Christian Guest House 

Boskerris Road, Cartils Bay 
ST. IVES, Cornwall TR26 2N6 

Tony and Sandra Seymour 

01736 795967 

Beautifully situated overlooking St. 
Ives Bay. Comfortably furnished 
with some en-suite rooms. Choice 
of menu. Open most of the year. 
Non-smoking. 

Full colour brochure available 


Fairfields Hotel 

situated in picturesque 
National Trust Village 
overlooking the Bay. 

ETB ♦♦♦♦ 

Les Routiers Corps d elite Wine 
Award and 2001 Cuisine Award 
All rooms ensuite. Large Garden. 
Log Fires, Child Friendly 

Spring & Autumn Special Rates 


GATWICK - 8 mins. 

Family run B&B - AA 3 Diamonds. 
Transport & Parking by arrangement 

Brochure: Brian & Liz Pedlow 

Tel: 01293 546222 Fax: 01293 518712 

Email: aprilcottage.guesthouse@tesco.net 
www.aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 
NON SMOKING 


♦ Flying from Gatwick? 

For comfortable, low cost 
accommodation & holiday parking 
SPfZINCU/OOO (5 mins from airport) 

guest house - WHEELCHAIR ACCESS - 

Springwood Guest House 

58 Massetts Road, Horley, Surrey RH6 7DS 

TEL: 01293 775998 FAX: 01293 823103 

Email: emest@springwood58.u-net.com www.springwood58.u-net.com 


MOJACAR - 
COSTA DEL SOL 
SPAIN 

Spacious 2 bed apartment to rent, 
sleeps 4/6, 2 bathrooms, beautiful 
location of La Parata, owner cannot 
use this year, 10th Oct - 24th Oct. 
£200 per week. 

Fleet (01252) 614034 
or 07771 923293 


BOURNEMOUTH 

West Cliff 

- Late Availability - 
B&B in charming peaceful 
cottage near sea. Warm 
welcome. Non smoking. 
Sorry No Children. 
Parking. 

Tel: 01202 762532 


ATLANTIS 

HOUSE 

- ILFRACOMBE - 

B&B £20 pppn. 

En-suite bathrooms. 

No children. 

Pets by arrangement. 

01271 862405 


BARBADOS 

ST. JAMES 

Luxury beach front 
cottages, villas, studio. 
Tel: Michael 

020 8232 8128 

Web: www.barbados 
privatevillas.com 


LLAHDUDHO 

NUNEHAIYI HOUSE 
South Parade LL30 2LN 

Adjacent to beach/pier. 
Specials for Sept/Oct B&B 
£170 per week. 

No single sup p lemeqt. 

Tel: 01492 877369 


Advertisement 

Feature 


ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Arranged For Church Magazine Readers 

Only £89.95 per couple in Europe 
Only £124.95 per couple Worldwide 

For anyone upto 75 years of age. r^ 

2 weeks Europe £18.95 per person (No age limit) mm 
Call For Details 

6 21 

l People... i 


mrm 

-j 


0116 272 0500 3Q 

Real People... not machines!! 


CUMBRIA 

Lane Head Farmhouse 
B&B. Nr Caldbeck & 
Cockermouth. 1 double 
room, en-suite shower 
& toilet, parking. 

Tel: 01697 343888 or 
07956 922124 


aids and has 
always believed 
that Galilee 
and the 

surrounding areas are the greatest of all 
Visual Aids, it is running an independent 
questionnaire to assist Christian tour 
operators and indirectly to assist 
churches and Jewish and Palestinian 
families to benefit by a possible greater 
movement of people. 

Retreats for clergy and Church members 
in galilee are a distinct possibility. 

If you are interested you can send for a 
copy of the questionnaire for your 
church to help discover the interest and 
best time to organise visits to Galilee 
and in alternatives such as in the steps 
of the Apostle Paul. 

Copies are available from: 

Heather Weaver, Decade Ministries 
Office, Farncombe View, Hungerford Hill, 
Lamboum, West Berks RG 1 7 8NP. 
Telephone: 01488 71077 


12 











THE DOOR : SEPTEMBER 2002 




13 


Convention at High 
thwatering range of 
Part of the fun was 
Godly play, praying 
usic, to the why and 
stment or Christian 
ese reports are just 
rich feast that was 
; at High Wycombe. 



WAKE UP CALL! John BeH and Mairi Munro from the Iona Community led us in worship each morning 


( 


onventon 




CHURCH IS DULL Postmodern ise your church was the message 
from Si Smith and his team (pictured)in their workshop. Founder of 
Thame's Holy Unsuitables, Si's message was that if church is a hotbed of 
creativity, vitality, community and fun, Generation X will flood back. 


Prayer given or do I 


How St Paul 
subverted cultures 

Seminar Canon Tom Wright 

TO sit at the feet of a theolo- 
gian of the calibre of Tom 
Wright was a treat indeed. His 
theme was the robust way in 
which St Paul engaged with 
the cultures of his time, first 
affirming, then challenging and 
subverting to take every 
thought captive for Christ 

Paul, said Tom Wright was a 
Jew to his finger tips and 
affirmed the Jewish view of a 
covenant creator God. 
However he challenged all that 
divided them from the Gentiles 
and constantly redefines their 
world view around Jesus. 

Paul approached die pluralis- 
tic Greek world in the same 
way. In his amazing speech at 
the Areopagus he affirmed 
their culture, their statue to an 
unknown God. But then 
comes the challenge of the 
‘God who made the world and 
everything in it’ and the resur- 
rection ‘the one thing pagans 
don’t believe in’ and the offer 
of a counter culture. 

The imperial cult of the 
Roman Empire was the fastest 
growing religion in Paul’s day. 
Again Paul affirmed what is 
good. God wants there to be 
good government but it is 
Jesus who is Lord not Caesar 
and the Philippians are not just 
a Roman colony but ‘a colony 
of heaven’. 

Salvation, said Tom Wright, 
doesn’t mean escaping from 
the world. Now, as in Paul’s 
day, Christianity ought to be a 
pioneer movement. It needs to 
affirm what is true and noble 
in the world but at the same 
time to see where the hard 
edged Gospel of Jesus bites in 
subtle ways. Then let’s find 
new ways of telling the Gospel 
story and joyfully transforming 
the cultures of our tirqe, Tom 
Wright said. 

Christine Zwart 


A tangerine is not 
a small orange 

Glyn Evans 

THIS title makes the point that 
a rural church is not an urban 
church in miniature. We dis- 


cussed issues facing the rural 
church: in particular that cler- 
gy are unlikely to be serving 
just one parish. This sense of 
being spread thinly makes it 
difficult for priest or people to 
enjoy a sense of ‘ownership’. 
Other issues raised were: isola- 
tion; the burden of the finan- 
cial upkeep of church build- 
ings; rural poverty; people 
working miles away, so that 
the parish comes to life only at 
weekends; resistance to 
change; a lack of affordable 
housing. 

Glyn showed us a video with 
a hopeful message, demon- 
strating how in three commu- 
nities where people became 
partakers rather than specta- 
tors, acceptable changes had 
happened. A housing trust in 
one village was setting up 
affordable homes. In another 
trained lay pastors were taking 
on some of the pastoral work 
and worship styles were being 
developed. In another efforts 
were being made to make the 
church building a welcoming 
place throughout the week. 

Clemency Fox 


Understanding 
modem Paganism 

Richard Thomas 
RICHARD led a thought-pro- 
voking workshop on the spiri- 
tuality of modem Paganism 
which began in the 1800s and 
has little connection with 
ancient Paganism. He aimed 
to increase our understanding 
of the strands of Paganism and 
the challenges that Christians 
faced in engaging with them. 

Some time spent was spent 
considering points of common- 
ality between Christianity and 
Paganism. The issue of the 
sacredness of life in Paganism 
and Christianity was an area 
where Richard felt that dia- 
logue could begin. He drew a 
clear distinction between 
Paganism and occultism/ 
satanism - though this was dis- 
cussed further in the work- 
shop. The group acknowl- 
edged the need for Christianity 
to engage in issues of creation, 
but divided on whether this 
should be done with Pagans. 

Jay Colwill 


have to acquire it? 

Sister Frances Dominca 
IN a small room crowded with 
40 people rather than the 
expected 20, Sister Frances 
Dominica invited us to identify 
what we expected from the 
workshop and there were 40 
different answers. She herself 
was clear that ‘prayer already 
is’. Her work at Helen House 
showed her how many people 
do not realise they are praying 
because they do not have any 
formal faith. We all tend to 
limit our expectations, and 
make a smaller image of God 
than the unknowable reality. 
Prayer is a basic human need. 
God who took on our humani- 
ty shares his divinity with us. 
We should aim ‘to walk and 
talk with God’ in a daily rela- 
tionship. The habit of arrow 
prayers comes in here, reflecting 
the Jewish tradition that every 
part of life may be sanctified. 

Anne Kiggell 


mdtunng in unnsu 
the spiritual journey 

Bishop Dominic 
EVEN cloned human beings 
would have different souls: an 
arresting beginning to a work- 
shop which stressed the value 
God has for diversity. He calls 
us all by name, and he has a dif- 
ferent plan for the spiritual 
journey of each of us. 

But do we persevere with that 


journey or are we trapped in 
childhood images of a God 
who loves conditionally or in 
the British conflict of heart and 
head? Is prayer a joyful experi- 
ence, or a stem mental exercise? 

Can we accept that God may 
want us to do what we would 
be happy doing? When Jesus 
met people, we see him trying 
to move them on, each in the 
appropriate way, from the 
Samaritan woman at the well, 
to the rich young man. Yet how 
many Christians truly mature? 
They may stick in a ‘paperback 
book spirituality’ or in the ‘new 
age supermarket’. 

This exploration is the journey, 
and it is one of excitement, 
depth, growth and change. 
Bishop Dominic identified ten 
signs of this growth. They 
include the desire to grow in 
prayer and contemplation, 
using one’s imagination; the 
need for a soul friend, or spiri- 
tual director; the use of a prayer 
diary; learning to listen in 
prayer; becoming absorbed in 
the Word of God as one might 
listen to music; beginning to 
grasp the idea of mystical con- 
templation which draws one 
into the dynamic life and rela- 
tionships of the Trinity and an 
awareness of the communion 
of saints - ‘we never pray 
alone’. 

We must learn to live with 
paradox, to integrate apparently 
different beliefs, to understand 
that much is* insoluble. Bishop 
Dominic said. AK 



St DENYS 
RETREAT CENTRE 

An oasis for prayer and peace 


A running stream and large gardens enclose this quiet, 
comfortable eighteenth-century house with its own chapel. 
We welcome: 

• Church groups 

• Residential Workshops and Conferences 

• Private retreatants 

• Space available on the following retreats: 

Nov 1-3 Open Retreat with Rosemary Tucker 
7-8 "Walk into Quietness" - Sisters' team 
Dec 6-8 Advent Open Retreat with Bishop Donald Arden 

Further information from: 

The Warden. Ivy House, 

2 Church Street. Warminster, Wiltshire BA12 8PG 

Tel/Fax: 01985 214824 

Registered Charity No. 233026 


CONSIDER THE PERFECT BUSINESS 

O Excel-Vartec.... the twin phenomenon of the U.SA telecommunications industry. 

O 14 years proven experience 

O Launched in U.K. on 22nd April 2002.... ground floor op portunity , success inevitable. 
O No experience needed & disability not necessarily a bar. 

O Round-the-clock support 
O No products to buy or sell. 

O No deliveries to make. 

O No money to collect. 

O No employer or employees. 

O Outstanding pay plan. 

O Immediate & Residual income. 

O Hours to suit you. 

For details of local business presentation or informal chat 
ring Bruce on: 

01722 742075 or 01189 2891 58 



HOLLOWAY'S 

Auctioneers and Valuers of Fine Art and Furniture 

The professional alternative to London. 
Internationally notified sales held throughout the year 
For a free appointment 

Tel: 01295 817777 

Auction Rooms and Offices 
49 Parsons Street, Banbury OX16 5PF 
Facsimile: 01295 817701 
e-mail: enquiries@hollowaysauctioneers.co.uk 



Ready Made or Made to Order 
Ranging from size 8 to 24 
Hire or purchase 
Wedding Dresses from £200 
Communion and Bridesmaid Dresses 
(Children's and Adults from £50) 

Large stock available for viewing 
Also alterations undertaken 
Full range of Bridal Shoes at Discount Prices 


Telephone: 

Jennie's Bridal Wear 

Reading (0118) 9508959 
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Chapel Lodge, 21 Corbett Road, Carterton, Oxon 

01993 842421 
Also (01993) 702123 



TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 


GOLDEN 

CHARTER 




S.R. Dillamore Ltd. 


r 


The Caring Approach to a Sensitive Subject 


Independent Funeral Directors 
established 1925 

1 Golden Charter Pre-paid Funeral Plans 
• Monumental Services 

Leighton Buzzard 
Tel: 01525 372210 

Emergency Service available at all times 

16 Old Rd, Linsdale, Leighton Buzzard 

Bedfordshire LU7 2RF *w> 




A Local Independent Family Business 

OLD FORGE, WETHERED RD, 38 OAK END WAY, 

MARLOW 

(01628) 898866 

891 LONDON ROAD, 

LOUDWATER, HIGH WYCOMBE 

(01494) 472572 

• Personal attention day or night • Private Chapel of Rest 

• Home visits by appointment 

www.arnoldwycombe.co.uk 
PREPAYMENT PLAN AVAILABLE 


24 HOUR SERVICE 


GERRARDS CROSS 

(01753) 891892 

32 GREGORIES ROAD, 
BEACONSFIELD 

(01494) 685000 



Like everything else the cost of a funeral 
increases year after year. 

Due to the diminishing availability of burial space and 
the need by crematoria to meet stringent new EC 
regulations, combined with increased fees for doctors 
and clergy, funeral costs have increased ahead of 
inflation. 

Over the past two years the average cost of a burial 
has increased by 25% and a cremation by 1 2%. The 
average price of a simple funeral in the UK is now 
£2,048 for burial and £1 ,215 for cremation (The 
Oddfellows Survey of Funeral Costs 2000). 

So it is not surprising that nearly 300,000 people in 
the UK have now planned and paid for their funerals 
in advance. By doing so they have demonstrated 
their thoughtfulness and care for their family and 
friends by removing not only the burden of funeral 
costs but also easing the stress of making the 
arrangements. 

Many of them did so through Golden Charter, a 
British company, which is the UK's largest funeral 
planning network. Over 2,100 locally owned and run 
independent funeral directors throughout the UK now 
accept Golden Charter plans and recommend them 
to the families they serve. 


EDWARD CARTER 

Funeral Directors 

V 1|> OM PASS ION 

1 24 hour service 

DEDICATED CHAPEL OF REST 
A private, family business, upholding the 
traditional values of dignity and respect 

Pre-paid funeral plan 

1 07 South Avenue, Abingdon OX1 4 1 QS 

v (01235) 528293 , 


OXFORD CRUSE BEREAVEMENT 

COUNSELLING SKILLS COURSE 

Central Oxford 
20 weeks in 3 hour modules 

Starting 3rd October 2002 

Thursdays 10.00am til 1.00pm 
For further details contact The Administrator on: 

01865 202242 


H Sole 

Funeral Service 

Personal Service from a Qualified Funeral Director. 
Memorials designed and supplied 
to any area from our brochure. 

Bidstone Close, Over Norton, Chipping Norton, Oxon 0X7 5PP 

Tel: 01608 644112 - any hour 



GOLDEN CHARTER 

^ FUNERAL PLANS 


o 

INVESTOR IN PEOFLE 


The only plan recommended 
by the National Society of Allied 
& Independent Funeral Directors 


The caring approach to a sensitive subject 


There COMES A TIME when it’s natural 
to consider your own funeral... to think about 
loved ones and what to leave them. Not the 
burden of funeral costs, obviously. Or the ordeal 
of deciding on the arrangements. 

Golden Charter funeral plans give you 
total peace of mind. Here’s why they are 
recommended by over 2100 local independent 
funeral directors - companies that care deeply 
about their clients. 

• A Golden Charter plan enables you to cover 
every possible cost in advance. Therefore the 
funeral director can guarantee that he or she 
will not have to ask bereaved relatives for extra 
payment for the arrangements selected at the 
time of need. Other funeral plans do not 
necessarily meet all expenses. 


• Golden Charter gives you freedom to choose 
your funeral director. 

• With Golden Charter you may personalise your 
plan any way you wish. 

No other funeral plan has such a 
combination of benefits for you and your loved 
ones. 

If you’d like to know more, telephone any of 
the Golden Charter funeral directors 
advertising in this feature or complete and 
send the coupon to them. Alternatively, you 
may send it to: 

FREEPOST, GOLDEN CHARTER 
or call us free of charge on 

0800 833 800 


| Please send me your Golden Charter brochure with prices. 

Mr/Mrs/Ms Initial: Surname: 


To: FREEPOST 


■ EMBER OF THE 




FUNERAL PLANNING COUNCIL 


Why..? Because Golden Charter allows the client to 
cover all the costs related to the funeral. This means 
that the funeral director can guarantee the family will 
never be asked to pay more money for the 
arrangements the client has selected. You can 
personalise any of Golden Charter's four plans to suit 
your own requirements through their unique Select 
Reserve option. 

This is not the case with some plans on the market 
so be sure to check exactly what is covered if you 
are shopping around. Also make sure that you can 
select and use the local funeral director of your 
choice. Some plans restrict your choice by 
nominating a firm owned by the plan's parent 
company. 

It is important to distinguish between a pre-paid 
funeral plan and the funeral expenses policies offered 
by insurance companies. Such policies often do not 
detail the arrangements or guarantee to fully cover the 
costs of the funeral. If you are in reasonable health 
the sum paid out to the family could easily be less 
than the amount you have paid in premiums. 

Golden Charter even ensure that the thoughtfulness 
shown in purchasing a plan is remembered for many 
years to come. Through an exclusive arrangement 


with the Woodland Trust a tree is planted on your 
behalf in one of the Trust's woodland sites. A living 
legacy for future generations to enjoy. Golden Charter 
are the only plans recommended by the National 
Society of Allied and Independent Funeral Directors 
(SAIF). 


Est Before 1879 


TOMALIN & SON 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Your local Henley Independent Funeral Service 
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames 


^ 

Telephone: (01491) 573370 


GOLDEN CHARTER 

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 


SURMAN & HORWOOD 
FUNERAL SERVICE 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
24 HOUR SERVICE 
MONUMENTAL STONEMASONS 

Incorporating The Funeral Department 
of Hobbs & Castle of Watlington 
PRIVATE FAMILY RUN BUSINESS 
The Green Crowell 25 High Street 

Chinnor Princes Risborough 

(01844) 351323 (01844) 274842 

All numbers offer a 24 hour emergency service 


ABINGDON 

STONE & MARBLE LTD 


Memorials & Cremation plaques 
Wide choice of designs 
All types of stone, marble & granite 
Renovations & additional inscriptions 
Prompt personal service 
Discount for O.A.P.’s 
Prepayment memorial service offered 


ABINGDON 

(01235) 520617 - (01235) 528285 

FAX: (01235) 530739 


www.abingdon-stone.co.uk 
161 A OCK STREET, ABINGDON, OXON 


Thomas & Jarvis F.S. 

(A caring family funeral service) 


Memorials 

arranged 


Copse View, Dedicated 

Castle Street Chapel 
Steventon, of Rest 
Abingdon Oxon 0X13 6SR 

Tel: 01235 831395 

Email: jack@thomas-jarvis.freeserve. co. uk 


John & Maurice. 
Humphris 


Members of National Assoc, of Funeral Directors 

INDEPENDENT FAMILY 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

COMPLETE TRADITIONAL 
AND PRE-PLANNED 
FUNERAL SERVICE 

since 1880 www.jm-humphris.co.uk 
OUR FAMILY SERVING YOUR FAMILY 

32 ALBERT STREET ( 01295 ) 265424 
BANBURY FAX: (01295) 259888 

ANY HOUR - ANY DAY 



lllll. 
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It’s good to know your 
Local independent Funeral 
Director is SAIF 


GOLDEN CHARTER 

^FUNERAL PLANS 

>,OU)/ 


email: info@saif.org.uk 


The SAIF logo guarantees 
that your locally owned 
independent funeral directors 
within this feature are not 
part of a large conglomerate. 
Being Members of The 
National Society of Allied and 
Independent Funeral 
Directors they will always 
have a basic funeral available, 
offer Golden Charter 
pre-paid funeral plans and 
most importantly, give 
complete peace of mind. 

SAIF National Office 
01279 726777 

website: www.saif.org.uk 
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An invitation to the party 


American 

evangelist 

Tony Campolo 

confronted 
the convention with 
the real Jesus, 
not the cultural 
Jesus that 
we have 
created for our- 
selves who 
demands 
very little 
but the Jesus 
who says ‘come 
and die’ 

Jemimah Wright reports 


TONY CAMPOLO took the 
Diocesan Convention by 
storm with his battle cry ‘Its 
time to party!’ With his 
strong American accent and 
passionate speech, he was 
very different from what 
many were used to. 

But his message disarmed us 
all. He asked us to look for 
the ‘real’ Jesus. Not the cul- 
tural Jesus that we have cre- 
ated for ourselves - the one 
that looks like us and talks 
like us, but the Biblical Jesus, 
who is very different. 

This cultural deity, he said, 
doesn’t ask much of us, 
maybe to give a tithe. The 
biblical Jesus doesn’t call for 
one tenth, he bids us ‘come 
and die’. The Biblical Jesus 
asks us to respond to the 
poor, he challenges our 
affluent lifestyle. The 
Biblical Jesus is radical, but 
before you can get to grips 
with the Him you have to 
reject the cultural version 
who demands very little. 

So if we want to meet this 
real Jesus, where do we find 
him? Tony Campolo gave 
three places - in quietness - in 
our own prayer life, amongst 
the poor and in church. 

He told the story of his son 
saying ‘Dad, I’m going to 
bed, I’m gonna be praying - 
anybody want anything?’ 
Prayer is not a list of request 
as if you are informing God 
of your need. He knows what 
we need, we make request 
only to establish dependency. 
Tony Campolo said he has 


come to a place where in the 
morning he gets up early to 
pray, he says it takes him at 
least 10 minutes to get still, 
then he says the name of Jesus 
over and over again, to drive 
out everything else. In the 
stillness he waits for Jesus. 

The second place to meet 
Jesus is amongst the poor 



The Compassion International 
stall at the Convention, a charity 
Tony Campolo is affiliated with. 


and marginalised, as Jesus 
says in Matthew 25. The 
Christ of Scripture chooses 
to present himself in 
‘Whatever you do unto the 
least of these you do unto 
me’. Campolo said that he 
found the ‘gay issue’ very 
hard. ‘But if you cannot 
look, as a brother or sister in 
Christ, into a gay person’s 
eyes and see Christ, you need 
to be saved’ he said. 

He tells the story of when he 
was in High School in West 
Philadelphia, there was a 
homosexual boy in his school 
called Roger. Roger was bul- 
lied. After Physical Education 


one Friday afternoon five 
boys cornered him in the 
showers and urinated on him. 
It was around 2am that night 
that Roger hung himself in his 
parents basement. Tony 
Campolo said that it was at 
that point he knew he wasn’t 
a Christian, because believing 
isn’t enough. You must look 
into the eyes of the poor and 
oppressed and do unto them 
as you do to Jesus. 

I want aliveness in 
this Diocese, people! 

The last place Campolo gave 
to meet the real Christ is in 
the Church. This is where 
the partying comes in! 
Church is a place where two 
or three are gathering in the 
name of Christ. The Church 
is a party. Campolo then 
gave examples from the 
Bible of where Jesus partied. 
He then said: ‘I want alive- 
ness in this Diocese people! 
When there is that joyful 
ecstasy the shared spirit, you 
feel the Spirit of Christ 
among you, and the Jesus 
you encounter and the ecsta- 
sy of celebration breaks the 
little patterns and plastic 
Jesus’s that we create and 
establish. 

The Biblical Jesus is a cele- 
bratory Jesus. He is found in 
the poor and oppressed and 
in the quietude. When I pray 
I need to focus down on 
Jesus. When was the last 
time you gave God 10 min- 
utes of stillness so he could 
love you?’ 


SINGLENESS - A PROB- 
LEM FOR THE CHURCH? 

Elizabeth Allen’s report on this convention workshop won 
the prize for the best entry for The DOOR in the Wall 
THIRTY FIVE per cent of over- 18 church-goers are unmar- 
ried. Over 22% of the church population never marries. This 
takes no account of church members who are divorced or 
have lost their spouses, nor of the ‘virtual singles’ - those 
whose companionship with their spouses has been broken by 
such illnesses as Alzheimer’s, nor those where one partner is 
a Christian, nor where the relationship has broken down, 
but a legal marriage survives. 

The workshop members had never met anyone except 
members of religious communities who were single by 
choice. The latter had chosen a life with close relationships. 
The most difficult aspect of singleness was the lack of a sig- 
nificant other. The group felt those who were celibate from 
religious conviction, whether heterosexual or homosexual, 
could find it especially difficult. The loss of hope of children 
was important. The group recognised that the ending of an 
unhappy relationship was a great relief, but was often in time 
replaced by a desire for a good one. 

Much needs to be done to minister 
sensitively to single people 

We felt that much needed to be done to minister sensitively to 
single people. Patronising attitudes were unacceptable. More 
single-sex groups were needed for those whose hurt made 
mixed ones uncomfortable, more hospitality for singles after 
church would be helpful. Loving acceptance on equal terms 
was very important for the divorced. The issue of re-marriage 
in church was important here. Single parents with decisions on 
their shoulders, and dealing with hurt and upset children need- 
ed someone else to discuss things with; a father substitute to 
take an interest consistently in sons were especially valuable. 

Those widowed or divorced needed understanding of how 
long-term their sense of loss could be, so that support did not 
quickly tail off. Practical help was important. It was suggested 
that a rota of men should be available week by week to carry 
out tasks a single woman might not manage, from fixing 
shelves to replacing high light bulbs. 

Singles need companionship in doing things and can feel 
excluded by social activities organised by or for couples. 

They may long for a hug: sensitive physical contact can be 
very healing. 

There is thus a real challenge for the church in including 
singles and this takes no account of the many single people 
who never come near church - a substantial percentage. 
Elizabeth Allen is member of $t Mary's, Chipping Norton 



Images 
from the 
Convention 





GOLDEN 
^CHARTER 

A simple quiet funeral or 
something more 


Losing someone you love is 
one of the hardest things in 
the world. You will need the 
support and care of friends 
and family throughout this dif- 
ficult time. 

Choosing the right funeral director 
could seem daunting, but when you 
look for the Blue SAIF logo, you 
can be sure that you will be dealing 
with an Independent Funeral 
Director known for their excellence 
in caring. Independent Funeral 
Directors have vast experience of 
caring for the needs of a family 
during stressful and emotional 
times. Whether you want a simple 
quiet funeral or something more, 
SAIF members will provide quality 
service and dedicated attention to 
all your needs. The National Society 
of Allied and Independent Funeral 
Directors, represent some six hun- 
dred Independent Funeral Directors, 
many being well established family 
businesses of high standing in their 


communities. 

Today many people seek to make 
provision to cover their own funeral 
costs. SAIF Funeral Directors recom- 
mend Golden Charter pre-paid 
funeral plans. The plan covers all of 
the costs with no hidden extras. 

The plan is not tied to any one 
Funeral Director, rather it gives your 
family the freedom to choose the 
most suitable in the time of need. 
When preparing for a funeral, 
remember to look for the blue SAIF 
logo, only displayed by Independent 
Funeral Directors - a reputation for 
care and tradition of excellence - 
supported by SAIF. 

To find out if your local funeral 
director is SAIF contact the 
National Society of Allied and 
Independent Funeral Directors, SAIF 
Business Centre, 3 Bullfields, 
Sawbridgeworth, Herts CM21 9DB. 
Telephone: 01279 726777 
Fax: 01279 726300 or 
e-mail: info@saif.org.uk 
Website: www.saif.org.uk 


MIDWINTER 

TABLEWARE 

Popular patterns 
available for 
replacements/additions 
We also buy 
Call: 

020 8888 4725 


FIRST DAY COVERS ml 
PRESENTATION PACKS 

Free competitive price list 
available now 
Jonathan Gilbert, 
FREEPOST ANG 7133, 
Bedford MK42 OYA 

101234) 325531 


ACE DENTURE CENTRE 


DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported 
to return to your natural 
appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

• Quality Porcelain Teeth 
Available 




► Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOU WAIT 
For appointments phone (24 hour) 


ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 


Our Work is 
Caring..p 

Running nine residential 
and nursing homes 

THE CHURCH 
OF ENGLAND 
PENSIONS BOARD 

offers security and peace of 
mind to all those retired from 
the stipendiary ministry, 
including Clergy Widows and licensed lay workers. 

Many of our pensioners may need help to pay for their 
care. Your donation or legacy will help us to continue 
this much needed work for those who have cared for 
others in the name of Christ. 

Please help us in any way you can. 

Thank you. 

The Church of England Pensions Board (0D) 

FREEPOST Lon 898 
London SWiP 3YS 

Registered Charity No. 236627 
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Fresh Fields Training 

Saturday seminars & Weekend courses for 
people seeking a new career in a 

CHARITY 

(fundraising & administrative management) 
Weekend Course in Bordon, Hants 

(all inclusive £225 - concessions) 

25-27 October (non-residential available) 
Saturday Seminars 
(all inclusive £60 - concessions) 

Henley 14 September & near Bath 16 November 
Full brochure (2003 programme now available) 
Telephone: Peter Ford - 01373 472469 
Fresh Fields Training, The Little House, Bath Road, 
Norton St. Philip, Somerset BA2 7LP. 

E-mail: meredith 194@ukonline.co.uk 
www.fftl .moonfiruit.com 


THE MANOR 
PREPARATORY SCHOOL 

I APS Day School : Boys 3-7, Girls 3-1 1 



You are invited to visit us on our 



the swing 




When kids go back to school after the 
long, lazy days of summer, it cantake time 
for them to get back into the swing of 
learning. 

Here at Trapeze, we offer after-school learning 
programmes in literacy, numeracy and general 
study skills for children from 6 to 14 years 
which can help kids to refresh and increase 
skills after the long break, grow in self-confi- 
dence and truly achieve their 
academic potential. 

For each child, we conduct a detailed assess- 
ment for each child and then create a individual 



learning plan, closely targeted to address their 
particular needs, strengths and weaknesses. 
Combining the best elements of one-to-one 
learning and state-of-the-art computer technolo- 
gy, we offer children a 

varied and stimulating learning programme. It's 
a great way for them to brush up rusty skills, 
tackle any areas of difficulty or even do 
more challenging work. The centre offers excel- 
lent facilities, friendly and inspiring teachers and 
a learning environment that kids just love. Week 
after week, children can't wait to come back to 
Trapeze. And when their parents see how quickly 



St George’s School, Winds&r Castle 

There are currently vacancies for Choristers in the 
Choir of St George’s Chapel, Windsor Castle. 


Details from: 

St George’s School 

Tel: 01753 865553 


they are improving, they can't wait to bring 
them along! To find out more, please call Alyson 
Smith on 01865 514 574. We look 
forward to meeting you! 

THE MARLBOROUGH SCHOOL 

(11-18 Comprehensive for boys and girls) 

Shipston Road, Woodstock, Oxon 0X20 UP 
Tel: 01993 811431. Fax: 01993 813530 

OPEN EVENING AND 
MORNINGS FOR 
PROSPECTIVE PARENTS 

OPEN EVENING 

Thursday 3rd October - 7.30pm 

OPEN MORNINGS 

Tuesday 8th October 
Thursday 10th October 
9.00am - 12pm 
Please telephone for further details 



Start the new term with Trapeze! 


OPEN AFTERNOON 

Thursday, 3rd October between 
2.00 pm - 4.00pm 

to see the school on a “normal” working day if 
you are considering entry from September 2003 

We warmly welcome children into a happy 
stimulating and ordered environment in which every 
pupil can fully develop academically and socially. 

We encourage each child to have a disciplined 
approach to work; to show consideration towards 
other people; to contribute positively and responsibly 
to the school community; to have fun. 

Why not write , ring or email for a prospectus ? 
Faringdon Road, Abingdon, Oxon 0X13 6LN 

Tel: 01235 523789 

Email: registrar@manorprep.oxon.sch.uk 
Website: www.manorprep.oxon.sch.uk 
Registered Charity No. 900347 


A leading GSA Catholic 
Independent Day School 
Preparatory School (2V2-II) 

Senior School (11-18) 

580 Girls 

THE MARIST CONVENT SCHOOL 

Kings Road, Sunninghill, Ascot, Berks SL5 7PS 
“A First Class Education” 

Number One in Windsor & Maidenhead 
DfES League Tables 1998, 2000, 2001 

• Outstanding examination results 

• Renowned for happy & caring ethos 

• Small classes; excellent facilities 

• 21 GCSE & 26 AS/A2 Level subjects 

• Flourishing Sixth Form 

• Excellent sport, drama, creative arts 

• School coach network 

• Scholarships/Sibling Discounts 

• Entry at 2V2, 4, 7, 11, 13 and 16 

• Welcoming all Christians & those supporting its ethos 

Please telephone for further details: 

Preparatory School: Tel 01344 626137 
Senior School: Tel 01344 624291 

Registered Charity No. 225485 



Every I child is an 


WITH KUMON MATHS & 
ENGLISH PROGRAMMES 


Call your local Kumon 
study centre today 
Abingdon Study Centre 
01235 221 139 - Caroline Thetford 
For other areas call: 0800 854714 

KUMON 

KUMON MATHS & ENGLISH 



Trapeze is a private tuition centre which offers learning support to children 
aged 6-14. Our personal learning programmes are an excellent way for children 
to refresh their skills after the long summer break. 

Trapeze offers: 

• Detailed assessment of your child's academic ability 

• A personal learning plan fa every child 

• Flexible teaching times (after-school a on weekends) 

• Training in literacy numeracy and study skills 

• SATS preparation 

• School entrance exam preparation 

• Teaching to complement your child's school curriculum 

• A fun, friendly environment 

To book an assessment for your child, 
please call 01865 514574 or visit us at 

108 Banbury Road, Oxford 0X2 6JU 

www.trapezeeducation.com 


Reading Blue Coat School 

Holme Park, Sonning on Thames, Berkshire RG4 6SU 
Boys 11 to 18 Co-educational Sixth Form 

Open Mornings 

Saturday 5th October 2002 

9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. 

A morning especially for parents and their children 
interested in entry to the school at 11+ 

The Headmaster will be giving a presentation at 9.30am and again at 11.30am, 
between which times there will be tours of the School led by pupils. 

Saturday 19th October 2002 

9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. 

Sixth Form Open Morning 
For prospective students who are considering 
Sixth form courses at Blue Coat 

For further details please telephone the Admissions Secretary 
01 18 944 1005 or Email: vmf@blue-coatreading.sch.uk 

The Headmaster and the School are in membership of HMC, SHMIS and CBA. 
Registered Charity No. 1087839 

Reading Blue Coat School exists to provide education for children 
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Wellington College’s Easter revision courses 


A growing number 
of students 
concerned that 
their grades at A2, 
As and GCSE 
levels may not 
match their 
expectations for 
University entry, 
are turning to 
Easter revision 
courses at 
Wellington 
College, 
Crowthome, 
Berkshire. 

Residential and non 
residential courses at 
A2 level, AS level 
and GCSE level are 
offered in a wide 
range of subjects 
over one or two 
weeks. 

Wellington College 
has been running 
revision courses for 
19 years. Many of 
the course tutors are 
experienced A Level 


or GCSE examiners - 
the majority are 
teachers from the 
College, but due to 
the reputation of the 
courses and 
increasing demand, 
some are recruited 
from outside. All are 
of the highest calibre 
- there are rarely 
more than eight 
students in a group. 
At the end of the 
course parents 
receive a report on 
the student’s attitude 
and progress and 
offers advice on the 
direction which 
might take in the 
future. 

The courses provide 
students with an 
opportunity to learn 
key facts, to seek 
clarification in case 
of difficulty and to 
improve their 
examination 
technique. This 
provides a major 



The University 
of Reading 

Thinking of taking a 

Part-time BA Degree? 

Telephone (0118) 931 6354 for details 

Evenings: English, 

Classical Studies, Philosophy 
Day-time: Archaeology, Classical Studies, 
History, History of Art, Languages, 
Linguistics, Music, Philosophy. 


OUR 
CONVENT 

founded in Abingdon in i860 
by the Sisters of Mercy 



SENIOR SCHOOL 

for 360+ Girls aged 11-18 
Radley Road, Abingdon, Oxon 0X14 3PS 

Tel: 01235 524658 

• High academic standards 

• Caring Christian environment 

• Small classes 

• Bus network 

• Extended art centre 

• Excellent ICT equipment 

• Indoor swimming pool 

• Attractive Sixth Form Centre 

INFANT & JUNIOR DAY SCHOOL 

for Girls and Boys aged 4-11 
St, Johns Road, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 2HB 

Tel: 01235 523147 
We welcome your enquiries 


boost in confidence 
at a critical stage. 
Students are 
expected to work 
hard, but as the 450 
students who 
attended A Level and 
GCSE courses over a 
two week period last 
Easter discovered, it 
was an effort well 
worth making. 
Excellent sports 
facilities are available 
during recreation 


periods. 

A2 level and AS 
level courses will be 
held between 5th 
April and 10th march 
and 12th April and 
17th April 2003. 
GCSE courses will be 
available between 
13th and 17th April 
2003. 

For further 
information contact: 
The Administrator, 
Easter Revision 


Courses, Wellington 
College, Crowthome, 
Berkshire RG45 7PU. 
Tel: 01344 444023 
(24 hours). 

Fax No: 01344 
444006 

You can also log on 
to our website at: 
www.wellington- 
college.berks.sch.uk 
or e-mail: 

easter@wellington- 

college.berks.sch.uk 


FERN DALE 

PREPARATORY SCHOOL 


5 - 7 BROMSGROVE, FARINGDON, OXON SN7 7JF 

Tel: (01367) 240618 or 07712 066080 



Day Co-Educational for 3-11 year olds 
Excellent academic record 
Broad, enlightened curriculum 
Happy, caring environment 

Please telephone the headmaster 
Christopher Curl, M.A., B.Ed 
for further details 


Wide range of extra-curricular activity 
New Nursery opened 1999 
A few places available for September 
2002 




THE ABBEY SCHOOL, READING 

OPEN MEETINGS 

SENIOR SCHOOL 

(Girls aged 10-18 years) 

Thursday 10 October 2002 6.00pm - 830pm 

at The Abbey School , Kendrick Road, Reading 

JUNIOR AND PREPARATORY SCHOOL 

( Girls aged 4-9 years) 

Saturday 10 October 2002 10.00am - 12 noon 

at The Abbey Junior School, Christchurch Road, Reading 

The Abbey School aims to provide a community for its students and staff in 
which learning flourishes and where a balanced education results in girls 
achieving the highest standards academically and personally. The education 
of pupils is based on Christian principles which encourages high standards 
of behaviour and consideration for other people. 

PARENTS AND PROSPECTIVE PUPILS MOST WELCOME. 
Enquiries and applications welcome for entrance in September 2003. 

Please telephone 0118 987 2256 for details 
or email: schooloffice@the abbey.co.uk 

The Abbey School is a registered charity and exists to educate academically able girls. 
Registered Charity No. 309115 



ST JOSEPH’S CONVENT SCHOOL 
READING, BERKSHIRE 

An independent day school for girls aged 3 to 18. 




To find out more about life at St. Joseph’s, come along to our 

OPEN EVENING 

on Thursday 24 October 2002 
from 6.30 p.m. to 9.00 p.m. 

For further information and prospectus, please contact: 

St. Joseph’s Convent School, Upper Redlands Road, 
Reading, Berkshire RG1 5JT 

Tel. 0118 966 1000 

St Joseph’s Convent School is a Registered Charity No.277077, which exists to provide education for girls. 



Heroum Jilii 

Wellington College 

EASTER REVISION 

2003 

Upper Sixth A2 Level Courses 

5th April - 10th April 
12th April - 17th April 

Lower Sixth AS Level Courses 
5th April - 10th April 
12th April - 17th April 

GCSE Courses 
1 3th April - 17th April 
Residential or non-residential 

The Administrator, Easter Revision Courses, Wellington College, Crowthome, Berks, RG45 7PU 
E-mail: easter@wellington-college.berks.sch.uk 
World wide web: www.wellington-college.berks.sch.uk 

Telephone: 01 344-444023 (24 hours) Fax: 01344-444006 

Wellington College is a Registered Charity, offering education to pupils aged 13-18 


Mature Students Get 
Full Grants For Access 
To Higher Education 
Or Employment 


PLATER is a Catholic 
Residential College. It caters 
exclusively for men and 
women over 21. For eighty 
years, it has specialised in 
helping people to fulfil their 
dreams. 

The College is well-suited to 
adults who seek a new 
direction in life. If you have 
no formal qualifications, 
Plater can give you the start 
you need. If accepted, you 
will almost certainly qualify 
for a full grant, to cover 
tuition fees and 


accommodation, irrespective 
of whether you are presently 
working or unemployed. 

A year at Plater College can 
qualify you for entry to 
University, or further 
professional training. The 
Certificate in Higher 
Education, which we teach, 
is equivalent to the end of 
the first year of a University 
degree course. 

We are presently inviting 
application for the following 
Cert. HE courses, which 
commence in October 2002. 


LEGAL STUDIES • SOCIAL ADMINISTRATION 
PASTORAL STUDIES • POLITICS & ECONOMICS 
THEOLOGY & SOCIAL STUDIES 


FREE TASTER WEEKEND 
SEPTEMBER 6 - 8th, 2002 

Come and see for yourself! 


Freephone: 0800 083 0813 

Pullens Lane, OXFORD OX3 0DT 



Registered Charity No. 309719 
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Mission grew from a message in the sand 


Peaches in grape 
juice and honey 

By cookery writer Ann Way 


Fiona Carney writes about a holiday club near Reading which developed from one man's vision by the seaside in 1867. 


M 1867, whilst on holiday in 
Llandudno, North Wales, 
Josiah Spiers had a desire to tell 
the children playing on the 
beach about God’s love and 
about Jesus. He began by writ- 
ing GOD IS LOVE, in the sand 
and encouraged the children to 
decorate the letters with sea- 
weed and shells. As they 
worked together, he began to 
tell them stories about Jesus. 
This was hugely successful and 
was the birth of many seaside 
beach missions to children. 

Josiah also held a similar mis- 
sion in Islington, London but 
inland children’s missions did 
not widely develop until after 
the end of World War II. 
Scripture Union ran many 
inland Children’s Special 
Service Missions and, whilst 
helping at one in Prospect Park 
in 1958, a young couple, Gerry 
and Barbara Muldowney, had 
the vision to run similar camps 
in the villages around Reading. 

Avborfiekfl responded 

They approached a number of 
village churches and the Rector 
of Arborfield Church respond- 
ed with enthusiasm. He offered 
the Old Rectory garden as a 
venue and the first Children’s 
Special Service Mission was 
held in 1963 and developed 
into what is now known as 
Holiday Bible Club (or HBC). 

The 40th annual Holiday 


Bible Club, run by the joint 
benefice of Arborfield and 
Barkham, was held this year 
from 29 July to 2 August. Over 
220 children aged between five 
and 14 years gathered each day 
in the grounds of Arborfield and 


Barkham CE Junior School to 
hear the message of Jesus Christ. 
A different theme and memory 
verse was used each morning as 
a basis for all activities. The chil- 
dren were put into four groups 
according to their age. A sepa- 
rate and distinct teaching pro- 
gramme, called Litde Seeds, 
provided for the under fives. 
Approximately 50 pre-schoolers, 
plus parents or carers, attended 
during the week. 


All teaching activities were 
designed to be age-appropriate 
and fun. In the main pro- 
gramme, the daily message was 
explained in two short talks 
and reinforced through small 
group activities, through wor- 


ship and through drama. 
Competitions, aerobics and 
award ceremonies ‘Banning’, 
the ‘gunge tank’ supplemented 
the teaching programme. 
Afternoon activities focussed chi 
sports and crafts. This year saw 
the added attraction of a large 
inflatable assault course 
planned for Wednesday. 

On Wednesday morning, the 
rain was torrential and it 
looked suspiciously as if it 


would stop play. With a mus- 
tard seed of frith, the leadership 
prayed for a clear afternoon 
and their prayers were reward- 
ed. During lunchtime, the rain 
stopped and the sky visibly 
brightened. Just as the children 
were being called back into the 
large marquee for worship 
songs, prior to going home, the 
rain started again! 

The children and their lead- 
ers enjoyed the water sports 
activities on Friday afternoon. 
The field was sectioned into 
three for different age groups 
and each group enjoyed well- 
organised inventive games 
using not only water but also 
apples, flour and shaving 
foam. 

Parents joined worship 

On Friday night, a significant 
number of the children 
returned with their families to 
attend a barbeque and presen- 
tation of what they had done 
during the week. The theme 
song ‘Our God is a great big 
God’, was sung enthusiastical- 
ly by all and there was a short 
Gospel presentation. The 
whole week concluded in an 
All-Age Celebration Service 
held on the School Field on 
Sunday 4 August. 

The Holiday Bible Club was 
a great opportunity to witness 
and bring the gospel to chil- 
dren from the local and sur- 


rounding areas. It was run pri- 
marily by volunteers from 
Arborfield and Barkham 
Churches, supplemented by 
volunteers from other local 
churches. They ranged in age 
from 16 to over seventy. 

Keacmng out id cniioren 

This work provides an oppor- 
tunity to bring the message of 
Jesus into the lives of some 
children who would not other- 
wise hear the Gospel in a cohe- 
sive and structured way. A sur- 
vey of the 9 to 10’s who 
attended indicated that one- 
third of the children regularly 
attend local churches. Further 
analysis revealed that church 
families are actively inviting 
school friends. The most 
effective method of publicising 
the event is by word of mouth, 
through existing relationships 
in local schools. HBC is also 
of immense value to church 
families, who appreciate the 
reinforcement of Biblidal 
teaching. Increasingly, other 
local churches are keen to pro- 
vide similar events. How excit- 
ing to see that God provides a 
way to communicate His truth 
to the young, despite society’s 
drift away from His values. 


Fiona writes on behalf of 
Arborfield & Barkham Churches 




Bishop Mike shows the red card 


Unfair football 

CHRISTIAN Aid entertained 
the children at the Convention 
with an ‘unfair’ football match 
to help show the unfairness of 
trade rules. The two teams 
were dividing into the EU, 
USA and Nestle on one side, 
and poorer countries like 
Zambia on the other. For the 
first half of the game (played 
on a hill to make it more 
unfair) the referee, Bishop 
Mike Hill (pictured left) made 
the game as unfair as possible. 
To ensure that the richer coun- 
tries won he interpreted the 
rules in their favour. In the sec- 
ond half fair rules were 
brought back, showing what a 
difference the application of 
fairtrade rules can make. 




Ingredients (for six people) 
6 large ripe peaches 
2 tablespoons of runny honey 
1/2 a small lemon, squeezed 
1 litre of red grape juice 


Method 

Wash the peaches and place in 
a saucepan of boiling water 
for a few minutes until the 
skins will peel easily. Save 
about a cupful of the water 
they were left in, as some of 
the flavour of the skins is 
retained in it. Plunge into cold 
water so they are cool enough 
to handle. Place on a cutting 
board. Remove skins and any 
bruised parts and then cut in 
half, remove the stones and 
then cut them again into half. 
So there are four pieces to 
each peach. Return to the 
saucepan with the water; add 
the grape juice, honey and 
lemon juice. Simmer gendy 
until the juice and honey have 
become syrupy. This is lovely 
served with creme fraiche or 
plain Greek yoghurt. 


Appointment s cont 

The Revd John Noddings, Vicar of SS John 
the Baptist and Luke the Evangelist, Enfield, 
to be NSM Priest in Charge of Great 
Coxwell w. Buscot, Coleshill ^nd Eaton 
Hastings, PT0 in Diocese of Oxford; The 
Revd Canon Dr Phillip Nixon, Vicar Goring 
w. S. Stoke and Area Dean of Henley, to 
retire as Area Dean; The Revd Canon 
Michael O'Connor, to be Priest in Charge of 
Little Missenden and Bucks Archdeaconry 
Rural Officer, also Honorary Canon of 
Auckland Cathedral, New Zealand; The 
Revd Tim Silk, Curate, Stamford St George 
w. St Paul, to be NSM Arborfield and 
Barkham; The Revd Corinne Smith, 
Assistant Curate, St Helen's Abingdon, to be 
Chaplain of Pembroke College, Oxford; The 
Revd Canon Sheila Watson, Advisor on 
CME and Director of Ministry, Salisbury 
Diocese, to be Archdeacon of Buckingham; 
The Revd Alan Wadge, Rector, Ridgeway 
and Area Dean of Wantage to retire as Area 
Dean of Wantage; The Revd Jonathan 
Westall, Curate St Peter, St Helier, to be 
NSM Curate (Associate Vicar) of Greyfriars, 
Reading; The Revd Peter Wilkinson, 
Assistant Curate, St John’s Tunbridge Wells, 
to be Associate Minister, St Ebbes, Oxford; 
The Revd James Wilkinson, Assistant 
Curate, Wantage SS Peter and Paul, to be 
Priest in Charge, South w. New Hinksey; The 
Revd Michael Williams, Vicar Shipton-u- 
Wychwood, w. Milton-u-Wychwood, Fifield 
and Idbury, to be Executive Director with 
Thames Valley Health Authority. 



OF LIVING 

COLLECTION 

FROM 


Lounge & Lounge Ltd 

18/19 Coker Rd, Worle Industrial Centre, 
Worle, Weston-super-Mare BS22 6BX. 


EACH PIECE MADE 
TO ORDER IN OUR 
OWN FACTORY] 


GREAT VALUE 


YOU SITTING COMFORTABLY? 


Lounge 

&Lounge 


WESTON-SUPER-MARE 
WORKSHOPS & SHOWROOM 


Comfortably a better choice 


OPEN 7 Davs a week 9 30 - 5 30 Tel (01934) 5172,5 Nr ' i nc 21 MS 

(See Yellow Pages for map) CALL IN OR CAU. US FOR A FREE COLOUR BROCHURE ANYTIME ON 0800 298 1934 


■li r\A/ Come and visit our new website 

WCW www.loungeandlounge.co.uk 
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AMO MORE CONVENTION REPORTS 


Getting dirty for Christ - the story of U2 


AS A Christian, musician and 
a fan of rock music, particu- 
larly the band U2, I had 
searched out this book for 
some time before being 
delighted by the gift, of 
reviewing it for The DOOR. 

Had I been reviewing U2’s 
latest and brilliant album ‘All 
that you can’t leave behind’, 
you would not find much 
objectivity from my quarter. 
However; as a regular starter 
but quite irregular finisher of 
Christian paperbacks, I was a 
much tougher audience for 
Stockman in his efforts to 
hang on to until the encores. 

I can honestly say that this is 
one of the best Christian 
books I have ever read. Not 
since reading Tolkien have I 
found a book so hard to put 
down. Stockman is obviously 
a fellow admirer of the bands 
work. It was not just my inter- 
est for U2 that was the driving 


force behind my enjoyment, 
but the author’s passion for 
culturally relevant communi- 
cation of the Gospel in word 
and deed that also rings out 
through the 189 pages. 

The book charts the progress 
of the band stage by stage, 
album by album. Stockman’s 
book is one of pinpoint details 
rather than broad brush 
strokes, without becoming fas- 
tidious or ‘anorak-i’. He high- 
lights comments and facts 
which perhaps have not 
received much attention 
before, but help us get a good 
picture of the spiritual journey 
this band have been on indi- 
vidually and together. 

His research of the band’s 
background, the interviews 
and discography is extensive 
and is used frequently and 
colourfully to give the reader 
an excellent insight into the 
story of the individuals and 


band. Stockman has a clear 
agenda about what he is trying 
to communicate, and uses the 
example of U2 to prove his 
point. His point is that 
Christians should break out of 
their cosy ghettos and subcul- 
ture and shine their light in the 
dark places, and that organ- 
ised religion and denomina- 
tions should get off the back of 
those who try and serve Christ 
this way, and get a little dirty, 
in the process. 

Stockman interestingly 
picks up the old rebellious 
rock-star, theme and notes 
how the members of U2 
found it more rebellious to 
read the Bible in the back of 
the tour bus rather than do 
drugs. In all this, Stockman 
wants us to regain the radical 
nature of following Christ. 
Walk on , gives us missing 
pieces to the puzzle about 
many of the questions fans 


and observers have about U2 
regarding their faith and mis- 
sion. ‘This book,’ says 
Stockman, ‘is an attempt at 
telling the story of the band 
members, journey of faith and 
exposes the underlying spiritu- 
al themes in U2’s music’. More 
than just an extremely enter- 
taining read, it is a very real 
challenge to the Church and 
individuals about getting out 
there and making a difference, 
for Christ’s sake. 

Quentin Gunderson 

'Q' is the full-time youth worker 
for the Vale of the White Horse. 
He is married with two children. 



WALK ON 

STEVE STOCKMAN 
RELEVANT BOOKS 

2002 

£8.99 


Thinkers of the past 


IT IS pleasant when a Regius 
Professor of Divinity sets out 
to help those who are not 
theologians or philosophers 
through what has been said 
about God by those who are. 
Keith Ward has set out to do 
just this in God: a Guide for 
the Perplexed. 

The book takes us from the 
gods of Homer, through 
(among others) the Hebrew 
prophets, Plato and Aristotle, 
Augustine and Pseudo- 
Dionysius, Aquinas, Calvin, 
and Hegel, to Whitehead and 
Wittgenstein, in a chatty, even 
jocular style, mostly (though 
not entirely) in chronological 
order; with occasional glimpses 
of Indian thought thrown in 
for good measure. The book is 
easy to read, even entertaining, 
and very fair-minded. 

One might even complain 
that it is too fair minded. Each 
section gives the impression 
that the thinkers being dis- 
cussed were right, and that 
Professor Ward agrees with 
them; only then the next sec- 
tion describes with equal 
apparent approval some total- 
ly different set of ideas. The 
reason probably is that Ward 
believes - and rightly - that 
thinkers of the past had gen- 


uine insights, and are not to be 
dismissed as obsolete. But his 
own conclusions are so vague 
that one recalls what he says of 
the book from which he takes 
his title, the ‘Guide for the 
Perplexed’ of the great Jewish 
thinker Maimonides: ‘if you 
were not perplexed when you 
began to read it, you certainly 
would be by the time you fin- 
ished’. 

There is one genuine omis- 
sion. He gives the impression 
that except for Whitehead and 
his followers nearly all Christian 
thinkers have been ‘compati- 
bilists’, believing that freewill and 
determinism are both to be 
accepted - which at least since the 
sixteenth century has not been 
true. But in general, as a guide 
to the unlearned rather than the 
perplexed, this is a very good 
book. Richard Sturch 

The Revd Dr Richard Sturch 
recently retired as rector of Islip. 
He was formerly on the staff of the 
London Bible College. 


. 

GOD: A GUIDE FOR 


THE PERPLEXED 


KEITH WARD 
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£15.99 


Catching children’s imagination 

0UT0FTHET0YB0X 

(BRF with The Toybox Charity £14.99) 

GUATEMALA is the poorest country in Latin America; over 
half its ten million people are under 18 and many children 
live on the streets. Their situation, and the help being given 
by The Toybox Charity (based in Amersham), is the theme of 
this book of teaching ideas for 6s- 10s. The first section gives 
material linked to the National Curriculum suitable for pri- 
mary schools. The other two sections offer Bible-based teach- 
ing for use with church children’s groups and with holiday 
clubs. The material introduces such issues as poverty and 
change, civil war and compassion, justice and unfair labour, 
prayer and persistence. There are worksheets and fact-sheets 
and ideas for crafts, drama, songs, games and practical action. 
Supplemented with posters, Guatemalan crafts, maps and pic- 
tures this would form the basis of worth-while and interesting 
projects which should catch children’s imagination. 


SPECIAL TIMES WITH GOD 

by Anne Faulkner (BRF, £8.99) 

HERE are some ideas for use with 6s- 10s to help them think 
about and understand the Christian faith in a church or 
school context. There are sections on seasons of the Church 
year; on forms of worship (including Holy Communion, 
marriage, baptism, funerals and Remembrance Sunday - per- 
haps the most useful sections as there are not so many chil- 
dren’s resources available on these topics); on ‘knowing God 
in the Trinity’; and on ‘knowing God in prayer’. The author 
has drawn on her experience, as Parish Development Adviser 
for Buckinghamshire, of developing creative worship for chil- 
dren in the local church. She has included material from her 
earlier books My Book of Special Times in Church and My 
Book of Special Times of Year. 

Clare Wenham is involved in children's work in rural parishes in Oxfordshire. 


Coming alive in cyberspace 


A report on Lavinia Byrne’s seminar at the convention 



‘IF you knew how many gad- 
gets I had in my handbag 
you’d be frightened!’ Lavinia 
said. This seminar aimed at, 
and succeeded 
in, making us 
realise that the 
internet is not a 
partially com- 
prehended, 
optional add-on 
to life. 

We are 
inescapably liv- 
ing in a world of 
global informa- 
tion and of virtual 
reality. Much of 
what we see daily 
has in fact been 
generated or 
retrieved electroni- Lavinia B y me 


to do this, because we 
already assess and select 
material from more famil- 
iar media: press, radio, 
television. 

We are more 
practised in 
appropriate eth- 
ical selection 
than we know. 
Once we realise 
that we may be 
able to see the 
net as a power- 
ful means of 
understanding 
and relating to 
others. Our aim 
is to spread the 
Gospel: a big 

message needs 
gadget enthusiast big media? and 


cally. It has become 
integral to our existence. 

The key themes were that 
the internet itself is morally 
neutral. We bring our own 
powers of moral and spiritu- 
al discernment to the use of 
its material. We know how 


here we have 
one. We should do all we can 
as a Church to embrace the 
internet, and to get more use- 
ful material onto it. Religious 
sites are the third most visited 
after sex 1 and health, said 
Lavinia Byrne. 


Wrestling with the Scriptures in a Post- 
Modern Age seminar with Alister McGrath 



DESPITE its lack of unifor- 
mity the post-modern age 
may be examined in the light 
of three themes: truth, story 
and image. 

We have a truth to com- 
municate but the very word 
‘truth’ is a prob- 
lem for post- 
moderns sug- 
gesting a domi- 
nating ideology. 

So how may we 
use the Word of 
God effectively 
today? By adopt- 
ing the methods 
and the media 
which do appeal 
and convince in 
a post-modern 
world: story and 
images. 

The life stories 
and experiences 
of individuals are the stuff of 
today’s entertainment; per- 
sonal testimony is accepted 
as an argument of weight. 
Story is also less confronta- 
tional than argument, it does 


not force an immediate 
choice. 

Scripture is rich in stories, 
and by adopting the methods 
which go back via St Ignatius 
to Ludolf of Saxony, we may 
encourage enquirers to enter 
into Bible stories 
as imaginative 
participants. 
Scripture is also 
rich in images 
and metaphor; 
these speak to 
post-moderns 
more powerfully 
than argument 
or analysis. All 
these methods 
interrelate: 


revealing the 
truth. The listener to this 
seminar was left with the 
impression that Jesus Christ 
was as much post-modern as 
he was everything else! 

Both reports by Anne Kiggell 


images link 
powerfully with 
stories, and have 
Alister McGrath: truth in stories their own way of 
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OSJ 


Conductor: John Lubbock 



MUSICS 

ABBEY 


Friday 6 September 2002 730pm 

Tom Poster Piano 
Mozart Piano Quartet in E flat 
Beethoven Piano Trio in G 
Walton Piano Quartet 

Saturday 7 September 2002 730pm 

Tom Poster Piano 
Walton Siesta 

Mozart Piano Concerto No 23 in A 
Finzi Eclogue for Piano and Strings 

Sunday 8 September 2002 730pm 

Mozart Serenade in B flat for 13 Wind 
Instruments 

Bruckner Mass No 2 in E minor 


Friday 13 September 2002 730pm 

Tom Poster Piano 
Mozart Divertimento in D 
Bach Keyboard Concerto in D minor 
Walton Two pieces from Henry V 
Bach Oboe and Violin Concerto 
Mozart Divertimento in F 

Saturday 14 September 2002 
10.00am - 3.00pm 
Come & Sing 

Handel Zadok the Priest 
Mozart Ave verum corpus 
Walton Motet: Jubilate Deo 
Seiber Three Hungarian Folksongs 


For a free festival brochure and tickets, priced £6 to £18.50, call OSJ 
Tel: 020 8857 8579 Mon-Fri 9.30am-5.30pm 


Saturday 14 September 2002 730pm 

Christine Cairns Mezzo-Soprano 
Lambert Incidental Music 
from Salome 

Arr Lubbock Scottish Folksongs 
Walton Facade 

Sunday 15 September 2002 
730pm 

Handel Zadok the Priest 
Walton Motets 
Mozart Ave verum corpus 
Handel Water Music 


» * 



Festival Sponsor : 
ROWSE HONEY 
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Partners in Christ 

Oxford and Kimberley and Kuruman 

A convention workshop reported by Brian Newey 


THIRTY people gathered for 
this workshop including Bishop 
Itumeleng Moseki from K & 

K and the Bishop of Oxford, 
Richard Harries. We sat in a 
circle to reflect on develop- 
ments since we formed a link 
between our two Dioceses in 
1993. All that has been 
achieved so far was affirmed 
by Nick Molony, Oxford's link 
co-ordinator. 

Bishop Itumeleng told us how 
the Church and people of his 
vast Diocese are overcoming 
the deeply scarring threefold 
legacy of apartheid. In practical 
terms, when the personnel of 
the old regime abruptly retired 
from the scene, people who had 
been ruthlessly kept out of 
local and national government 
had to take over and 'muddle 
through'. But, he said, 'I can 
now use the term "my country" 
and mean it/ 

The psychological scars of 
apartheid are enormous. A 
whole people were defined by 
one criterion 'race'. Mass 
removals confined them to arbi- 
trarily defined areas, and as a by- 
product of this they were poor. In 
South Africa poverty became 
synonymous with being black. 

Unemployment is a third 
devastating legacy. Tourists 
flock to Kimberley to see ' the 
big hole' from which diamonds 


were extracted. But the wealth 
diamond mining created 
departed as completely as the 
diamonds themselves, and has 
left no trace among the local 
people. In addition, thousands 
have been made incapable of 
work by asbestosis after work- 
ing in mines of another kind. 

In this context Archdeacon 
Jonathan Verwant sees the link 
with the Oxford Diocese as 
being 'like the open door given 
to the Church of Philadelphia 
in Revelation'. Africans, 
among all their difficulties, are 
a generous people who love to 
welcome and share. Visitors 
from the Oxford Diocese in 
turn testify how rewarding the 
K & K experience has been for 
them. For one thing a visitor 
sees young people going to 
church and making sense 
there. Jerry Kale, a church- 
warden from K & K not yet 
30, spoke about the Church 
empowering young people. 

The time seems right for the 
partnership to grow. Parish to 
parish links in particular can 
be rewarding if both sides 
want a relationship designed to 
grow and last. 

Brian Newey is chairman of the 
Oxford Diocesan Board of Finance 
For more information about the 
Link contact the Revd Nick 
Molony on 01628 482660. 



The choir from St James' Galashewe in Kimberley and Kuruman 
sang at the closing Eucharist They also took part in a workshop. 


Faith, fellowship and fun 



Iona worship, contemplation and art Pictured in 
the photos above are (left) John Bell of the Iona 
Community whose ability to coax us into learning new songs 
from Iona each morning was nothing short of a miracle! The 
worship like all the main events was signed. (Top right) 

Judith Denny from Holy Trinity Hermitage offered a listening 
ear in the 'Contemplative Comer' in the Arts Centre where 
Caroline Lilley from Thame, enjoys the art exhibition. 



A truly international gathering ( from the top left clockwise): Meal times were 
truly international affairs - here the Bishop of Oxford and his wife Joe share a 
table with amongst others Bishop Itumeleng and his wife, Ruth from Kimberley 
and Kuruman; members of the 100-strong choir at the final Eucharist were drawn 
from all over the Oxford Diocese and directed by Wanda Adams; the Revd George 
Kovoor, originally from the ancient Christian community of St Thomas in Kerala, 
India and now Principal of Crowther Hall and Mission Education Director of 
CMS ran a workshop on Indian Christian worship; the Revd Janet Russell, Team 
Vicar of Wallingford and her daughter Katie enjoy the view from the Arts Centre; 
'the two Colins' - the Bishop of Dorchester, Colin Fletcher with his old friend, 

Colin Amor of 'The Altar' in Manchester; the Labyrinth, an interactive prayer walk 
designed by Youth for Christ, offered space for reflection; the Archbishop relaxes 
with his friends from Marston, Branse and Barbara Burbridge. 

All photographs by Frank Blackwell 

THERE REALLY WAS SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE 

One of the most remarkable things about the Unconventional at 
High Wycombe was its variety - variety of people, variety of 
opportunities. Exotic African and Oriental robes provided splashes 
of colour against the magnificent park-like grounds of Wycombe 
Abbey School. Cheerful monks and nuns relaxed under the trees or 
hurried from workshop to workshop. Distinguished visitors from 
around the world sat down to meals with members of small rural 
churches. The elderly, the very young, the hale and hearty, people 
with disabilities, those wanting to argue, those wanting to reflect in 
silence all came together in a glorious melting pot. 


Ratchford Taylor 

INTERIORS 



Professional Inter ior Design Service 


‘omestic cr commercial 


Bespoke Curtains Swags S Tails Blinds Pelmets 
etc Poies & Tracks fitted 

• 

Handmade sofas chairs and footstools 
(Manufactured in our own workshop) 
Re-Upholstery. Loose Covers. Headboards 
Quilted Bedspreads 

• 

Carpets wooden 8- laminated floor 
Supplied & Fitted 

• 

Wallpapers. Pictures Mil rots Lamps 8 
Accessories 

Red Bam Studios FuKvell Brackley 
Northamptonshire 

Phone: 01280 702575 


TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear and Robemakers 
109 COWLEY ROAD OXFORD 0X4 1HU 
TEL Ft FAX: (01865) 722022 
Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching 
Gowns • Preaching Scarves • Stoles 
• Hoods • Girdles and Cinctures 
• Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 


PA SYSTEMS 

We have years of experience of 
supplying to churches. 

• Updates or complete systems 
• Inductive loops • Radio microphones 
Portable PA • CCTV 

ROYSTON 

ELECTRONICS 

P. O. Box 1, Fordingbridge SP6 3PQ 
covers the Diocese 

11725)518428 or 
247960 



NO LOST CAUSES 

AS JESUS was walking along f 
he saw a man called Matthew 
sitting at the tax booth; and he 
said to him , ‘ Follow me\ And 
he got up and followed him. 

(Matthew 9v9). 
St Matthew’s Day falls 
towards the end of this month, 
on the 21st. This verse is the 
brief account from the Gospel 
that bears his name of the 
moment of decision, when a 
tax-collector employed by the 
hated Roman occupiers decid- 
ed that he had had enough of 
that despicable occupation 
and rose from his desk to fol- 
low Jesus. Later he is listed as 
one of the Twelve (Matt. 
10v3). Early tradition named 
him as the author of the first 
Gospel, and it is at least likely 
that his memoirs of Jesus - his 
logia, as Papias called them - 
were important source materi- 
al for the book. As we have 
been working our way 
through this Gospel in our 
Lectionary this yeai; many of 
us will have come to appreci- 
ate its distinctive elements and 
emphases in a new way. 

However everything flowed 



by David Winter 


THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 


from this first encounter. There 
was Matthew, or Levi, as 
Mark and Luke call him, sit- 
ting at the tax booth. At this 
spot he would have been 
receiving taxes from the local 
people, as well as traders and 
merchants who were making 
their way along the road. The 
more he collected, the more he 
could put in his own pocket, 
because it seems that the tax 
system was largely dependent 
on the private enterprise of the 


Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Director of Evangelism, a 
broadcaster and author of many 
books including Message for the 
Millennium (BRF). 


collectors. So long as the 
Romans got their share, they 
were not worried about how 
much he demanded of the 
long-suffering public. 

Matthew, then, must have 
been a man with a pretty thick 
skin, a materialist who put 
financial gain above populari- 
ty or even respect. Yet Jesus 
called him. Was it because of 
some potential which he saw 
in this unpopular figure? Was 
it, perhaps, because he detect- 
ed that beneath the surface this 
man of the priestly tribe, the 
Levites, was spiritually hungry 
and even ready for a major 
change of heart? Whatever the 
reason, the call came in those 
familiar words, ‘Follow me!’ 
And the despised tax collector 
simply rose to his feet, aban- 
doned his desk, and did just 
that. Matthew's conversion 
warns us against assuming 
that anyone is beyond the 
reach of God's grace. If the 
hard-bitten swindler could 
turn to a new life at the call of 
the Saviour there is no such 
thing as a ‘hopeless case’. 
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